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1, TiMOTH. 6, 6, 
Godlineſſe is great gaine , if 4 man be content with 


that he hath. 


Ecauſe when we preach, we know not whe. 
ther we ſhall preach'#gaine; my careis, to 
choole fit and proper Texts, to ſpeake that 
which I would ſpeake,and that which is ne- 

Cm ceſſaric for you to heare, Therefore , thin- 

| king with my ſelfe what doftrine were fit= 
teſt for you, I ſought for a Text whichſpeakes againſt coue- 
rouſneſſe, which 1 may call the Londoners fine. Although 

God hath giuen you more then other , which ſhould turne 
couctouſnefſe into thankfulneſle : yet as the Tuic groweth 
with the Oake, ſo couetouſneſle hath growne with riches : 

euery man wiſheth the Philoſophers fone, and v ho is with- 

in theſe walls that thinks he hath cnough though there be ſo 


many that haue too much ? As the Iſraelites murmured as 


much when they had Manna, as when they were without it, 
ſothey which haue riches covet as mvch as they which are 
without them : that conferring your minds and your wealth 
rogether, 1 may truly ſay, this Citie is rich, if it were not co* 
uerous, This is the Deuill which bewitcheth you , to thinke 
that you hane not enough, when you haue more then you 
neede, It you cannot choice bur couer riches, I will ſhew 
you riches which you may couet Goalrreſſe is great riches, In 
which wordes, as lacob craucd of his Wiucs and kis Seruants 
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to giue himtheir Idolls, that he might buric them, ſo Paw! 
craueth your couetouſneſle ; that he might burie it, and that 
ye might be no loſers, he offereth you the vantage. ir, ſteed of 
gaine, he propoſcth great gaine, Godlineſſe = ona gaine :as 
if he ſhould ſay, will you couer little gaine before great? you 
haue found little ioy in money, you ſhall find great ioy 1n the 
holy Ghoſt : you haue found little peace in the world , you 
ſhall finde great peace in conſcience. Thus ſeeing the world 


ftrive for the world, like beggers thruſting at a dole, Lawyer ' 


againſt Lawyer,Brother againſt Brother, Neighbouragainſt 
Neighbour,for the golden Apple,that peore Nabeth cannot 
hold his owne, becauſe ſo many Achebs are fick for his Vine. 
yard: when hee had found the diſcaſe, like a skilfull Phyſi- 
tian, hee goeth about to pick out the greedic worme which 
maketh men ſo hungric,and ſetteth ſuch a glaſſe before them 
that will make a ſhilling ſeeme as great as a pound, a cottage 
ſeeme as faire as a Pallace, and a plough ſecme as goodly as 


 aDiadem,that he which hath but twentie pounds, ſhall be as 


Day, 1.12. 


Lyke 19, 8. 


Mat.19.3t. 


merrie as he which hath an hundred, and hee which hath an 
hundred,ſhall be as jocond as he which hath a thouſand, and 
he which hath athouſand, ſhall be as well contented, as hee 
which hath a million ; cuen as Daniel did thrive with water 
and pulſe , as well as the reſt did with their wine and junc- 
kets, Thisis the vertue and operation of theſe words : if you 
hearc them with the ſame ſpirit that Paw! wrote them , they 
will ſo worke vpon your hearts, that you ſhal goe away cuery 
man contented with that which hee hath ; hike Zacghers, 
which before hee had ſeene Chriſt, knew nothing but to 
ſcrape, but as ſoone as he had heard Chriſt, all his minde was 
ſet vpon giuing : this was not the firſt day that Zachews ſee- 
med 1ich to others , bur this was the firſt day that Zachens 
ſeemed rich ynto. himſelfe when riches ſeemed dung,, and 
godlinefſe ſeemed riches, Chriſt doth not will others to giue 
all their goods away to the poore, as he bad the young man, 
to ſee what he would doc; but he which forbad him to keepe 
his riches , forbiddeth vs to loue riches, and makes our ri- 
ches ſceme pouerty, When ye contemneriches,ye ſhal _ 
ric 
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rich, becauſe no man hath enough, but he which is conten- 

ted, bur if ye couer,and grone,and thirſt : as /acob gaue Ra- Gen 49,4, 
ben a blefſing, but ſaid, thon /h.lt not beexcellent, lo God may 

giue you riches, bur he ſaith, 79% ſha#l not be ſati:fied, For ye 

will be couctous vntil ye be religious. He that will haue con- 
tentation,mult leauc his couerouſhefle in pawne for it, This \.King.y,14 
is the ſpiric which we ſhould caſt out:if ye will leaue butthis 42 g,s, 
one finne behinde, you ſhall depatt out of this Church hike 
NAaaman out of lerdan, as if you had beene waſhed, and all 

your finncs ſwept away like the ſcales from Paxls eyes. For 

— What hath broughtvſuric,and ſimome,and briberie,and cru- 
eltic,and ſubtiltie, and enuieg,and rife, & deceit into this Ci- 

tic,and inade cuery houſe 2n Inne, and cuery ſhop a Market 

of oathes,and lies and fraud, but the ſuperfluous loue of me- 

nie ? Name.coucrteuſnes, and thou haſt named the mother ef 

all theſe miſchict;: other fins are but hirelings vnro this fin, 
vſurie,and biiberic, and fimonie,and oxtortion,& deceit,and 

lies, andoathes, are factors to couctoutneſle , and lerue for 

Porters to fetch and bring her liuing in. As the Recciuer 

makes a theele, {o coucrouineſſe makes an vſurer, and cxtor- 
tioner,and deceiuer, becaulz: {he recciuerh the bootie which 

they Rteale, Even as Rachel cried ro herhusband , Gre mes Gen,zo,r, 
children or elſe [ die, ſo couetouſneſie crieth vato viuric, and 
briberie,and tmonic, and crueltic,and deceit,& lics,Grme me 

righcs or «ſe I die How they may ſauc alitle,& how they may 

get much, and how they may prolong lite, is every mans 

dreame from Sunne to Sunne, ſo long as they haucakneeto,, _ 
bow vnto Baal: ſo many vices bud out of this one, that it is wy: -— 
called, 7 he roote of all exil, as if wee would tiy, the fpawne © 
of all finne, Take away couctouincfle, and hee will icll his” 

wares as cheepe as hee : he will bring vp bis children 8s ver= 

tuouſly as hee: hee will refuſe bribes as carneſtly as hee hee 

will ſuccour the poore as heartily as hee: hee will come to 

the Church as lightly as hee, If yee could teele the pulle of 

cuery heart , what makes Gebez:take the bribe which Elie; ting ye 
ſharetuſed , what makes 'Demetriws to fpcake for Images, 4c, 19.4 


which Pas! condemned, what makes Nabal denic Danid ' ,51m.3,-e 
A 3 that 
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that which Abigailgaue him ? what makes Judas grudge 
the oyle which CAſarietended ? nothing but Couctouſneſſe, 
Wien thou ſhouldeſ? giue, (hee ſaith it is too much : when . 
thou ſhou'ldeſt receive, ſhee ſaith it is toolittle : when thou Fn 
ſhouldeſi remit, ſhee faith, it is too great 3 when thou ſhou]- 
Exod,s.6, deft repent ſhee faith, it is 00 ſoone : when thou fſhouldeſt 
| eare,ſhee ſaith, it is to farre, like Pharo which found one 
buſinefle or other to occupie the lewes when they fhauld 
ſerue God? | 
Thus every labour hath an end, but covetouſrefle hath 
none ; like a ſuirerin Law,which thinkes to haue an end this 
Tere, and that Terme,and the Lawyer which ſhould pre- 
cure his peace,prolongeth his ſtrife, becauſe he hath an aQi. 
on to his purſe, as-his adverſarie hath to his land:ſo he which 
— is ſet oncoucting doth drinke brine which makes him thirſt 
more, &ſeethno l.aucn till he arrive at death ; when he hath 
lied, he is ready to lie againe : when hee hath ſworne, hee is 
ready to ſweare againe: when he hath deceived, he is ready 
to deceiue againe : when the day is paſi, he would it were to 
beginne againe : when the Terme is ended, hee wiſheth ir 
were tocome againe ; and though his houſe be full, and his 
ſhop full, and his coftersfull,and his purſe full : yer his heart 
is not ful}, but lanke and emptie, like the difeaſe which wee 
* call che wolfe, that is alwaies eating, and yet keepes the bo- 
ce leane, The Ant doth eate the foode which ſhee findeth, 
the Lyon doth refreſh himſelfe with the preythat hee taketh 
but the covetous man lycth by his money as a ficke man fits 
by his meate,and hath no power to taſte it, but to Jook ypon 
it ; [ke the Prince to whom Eliſhaſaid, That bee ſhould ſee 
k. Reg, 7.5. the C orne with his eies, but none ſhould come within bis mouth, 
Thus the couetc-us man makes a fosle of himſelfe, He coue- 
reth to couet : he gathereth to gather: he laboureth to labor: 
he carethto care : as though his office were, to fill-a coffer 
milof Angels, & then to die like an Aﬀe, which carrieth trea- IC 
ſures on his backe all day, and at night they are taken from 
him which-did him no good but Joade him, How t appie 
8109412: were ſome, if they knewe not gold from leade ? If thon bee 
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| The Bentefit.of Contentation, 7 
wiſe (faith Salomer) thon ſhalt bee wife for thy ſelſe : But hee 


which is couctous, is couetous againlt huuſelfe, For what a 
plague is this (valeſle one would kill himſelſe) for a man to 
ſpend all his life in carking, andpining, and ſcraping, ( as 
though hee ſhould doe anching bur gather in this world, to 
ſpend inthe next) vnl:fle hee bee ſure that hee ſhould come 
againe when he is dead, to eat thole ſcrappes which hee hath 
gotten with all his ſt;rre? Therefore couctouſncle may well 
be called Miſerie, and the couctous Miſerable, for they ate 
miſcrable indeed, 

Ofchem which ſeeme to bee wiſe, there be no ſuch fooles 
ia the world, as they which loue money better then them- 


ſclues ; but this 1s the iudgement of God, that they which de- Gen, 4. 14, 


ceiue others, deceiue themſclues, and live like Caine, which 
was a Yagabond vpon his owne land, ſo they are beggersin 
the middeſt of their wealth ; forthough they haue vnder- 
tanding to know riches, and a mind to ſecke them, and wit 
to finde them, and pollicie to keepethem, and life to poſſeſle 
them; yet they haue ſuch a falſe ſight and bleare cie, that 
when their riches lie before them they haue pouertie, . and 
hee which hath not halfe ſo much ſeemes richer then they ; 
Will you know how this comes to paſſe ? To ſhew that the 
couetous men belong to hel!, they ate all like hell while they 


live, Hell isneuer filled, and they are neuer ſatisfied, but as Pro:36,i5, 


the Horſe-leach crieth, giue, give, ſo their heartscrie, bring, 


bring : and though the tempter ſhould ſay to him, as he ſaid Mes: 
to Clift, Allcheſe I will gre thee,yert al wilnot content them Luke 


no more then heauen contented him, But as the Glutton in 


heli deſired a drop of water, and yet a river would not fa« ry4.6, 24: 


tisf1e him: for if a drop had been granted him,he wou!d haue 
delireda drop more, and adroptothat : ſo they will lie and 
ſweare and deceive for a drop of riches, The divell needs not 
offer them all, as he did to Chriſt, for they will. ſerue him for 
l« fe, bur if he cou!d gwethemall,z2] would not content them, 
no more then the world contented eAlexander, For it is a- 
eainſt thename and nature of couetoulneſle to be content,as 
it is againſithe name &nature of Contentationtobee cove» 
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1,100.3. 15+ 


Kpueſe$.5. 


8 7 he Peneſit of Crmtentation, 


tous. Thucfore one ſaits, thn: 0 mans kearr is like the co- 


uctouns mans $ he *art, for bis hi art is Without a Dottome. 


but it the couetous me! might luc longer then At: vi af TH 1h : 


yet they would neyet bee free-men, but Prentiſes to the 
world, while th cy have a foot cut of the grauc, 

Itis a wonder to fre tas the Dem)! compaſſerh ” ſce- 
king whom he may deuoure , ſo men compaſle about , ſce- 
Ling g whartt cy may deimags: ſuch lene is berwcer men and 
monic, 1at thc V which pro feſle good vill vnto it with their 
hearts,'\ il nortake ſo much paines for their [:fe,as they rake 
for gaine, Therefore no maruell, if they haue no leiſure to 
ſarctifie themſelues , which haue no let{ure-to refreſh them. 
ſclucs. Chritt knew wha thee {pake when hee ſaid ;: Vo mon 
can ſerne tro Meſters(meaning God,and rhe wworld)becauſe 
each would haue all, As the Angel! and tbc Deuill frouefor 
the body of eAMeſes, not who ſhould hanc a part, but who 
ſhould have the whole: ſo they ftriue [til] for our ſoules, who 
ſhall have all. Therefore the Apottle faith, The lore of this 
world is enritietoGed, Signiſying ſuch emulation betweene 
theſe two, that God cannot abide the world ſhould haue a 
part, and th? world cannot abive that God ſhould haue a 
part, Therefore the loue of tne world muſtneeds beenmitie 
to God, an:! therefore the louers of the world muſt needs be 
encmics to Ged ; and fo no couerous man 15 Gods ſeruanr, 
but Gods enemie For this cauſe conerouſneſfile is called Ido. 
Jatrie, which is the moſt contrarie finne toGod, becauſe, as 
trea2 fon {crs wp another King inthe KingFplace, fo Idolatric 
icts 'P another God in Gods PIace, 

This word doth :onifte that the couctons make ſo much 
of monie, tat ICY cucn worſhip it in their hearts, & would 

COC 25 much cr izas the jdolaters doe for the: r Idolls. Pan 
fecing 'uch fins commitred, and ſuch paines raken for gaine ; 


thoug!, twith h imſel to if they could be perſwaded,thar God. 


Imeffe © 02mme, itis Ekethat they would rake as m uch paines 
for Godlincſtc as they take for Gaine, Therefore he ral:erh 
ypon him to proue tis ftrange Paradoxe, that godlincfſe 

15 
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is gaine,ageint all them inthe verſe before, which hold,that 
gaine is gotlineſie, Their two op aions are very contrarie, 
and here zre ny ag:inft one, A man would ir 
Pat hold be ver V 23OGUENSL 2Nv tharpe viteed ; and inat 
hee had necdeto vic one Logick, for hc hath chofen a haxd 
Text, Vs hat, 7.au/,vvill you prove that godlrnefſe rs game? You 
thall tauve mpe epponents againſt yeu then CMichaiah had 
when lic forbad Acbab rot gh; it If you had taken the fotmer 
vere, which faith: THAT game r170d (ines then you ſhould have 
had matter and examples cnongh thc Merchant and Mercer, 

20d Lawicr,and Land-lord, and Patron, and all wou!d come 
in and {peake for gaine, as the Epheſians cried for Diana; 
bur if you will be crofiero all, and preach, godlm:ſſe is g5ine 
to them which count gaine v oclics men will thinke of you 
as Feſtus 41d, that you ſperke you know not whze. Theſe 
I-fſons are for Part himnicite as C brift faith, eAll doe not re- 
ceixe this word, {0 all doe not count this gaine, but loſe: we 
count him rich which hath his Barnes full like the churle, his 
coffers full like the glutton, nis table full Ike 'Be/tsſar, his 
Rable full like Sa/omon, his grounds full like [95 , his purſe | 
full like { refs, You ſpeake ag2inſt your Maſter, for Chriſt 
fent word vnto [ohn, that the poore receiue the Goipell, as 
though the godly were of the poorer fort: and Damid calleth 
the wicked rich, they profper and flouriſh, ſaith he, their ſeede 
blaſteth not, their cow caſtethnor, as if he ſhould ſay, Itis 
not as you t: ako; it, Pail. that godlinefe doth make men rich, 
For this I haue obſemedi in my time, tharthe wicked bec rhe 
wealthicft: and good Lazarw is thepoore man,and wicked 
Dimes 15 the richn man. Againe, weereade that the Ofhcers 
were asked, w hich ofthe | Phariſees. or of th: Rvlers did fol- 
low Chritt, yettheſe were countedrich men , though they 
had no god! incfle : and if you ſhould examine your ſelte, it 
ſeemes you were no ich man, forall your godlnctle, when 
you did worke with hands for ycurliuircg ; theretorc if god- x 
linefle be { ſuch gzine , how hapnerh | it, that your thare 1s no 
better? ſo they vehichare hike V7 icodem ml hen Chriſt faith 


that they mnult be borne againe) thinke that he can haue no 
other 


I .RCga2 *+.7 


AAS: 9.8, 


Als 26,24, 


Mat.19.11. 
Luk.12,18, 
Iuk.16.14, 
Dan,s.t, 
I,Krg 4.26 
Tobn _ 
Luk, 7.22 


no 
12, 


T.uþ.1 6.19, 
20, 
Tobn 7. 48, 


1.Theſſ. 2.9 
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other meaning, bue that they muſtreturne into their mo- 
thers wombe ; and when he calles himſelfe bread, that hee 
muſt acedes meane ſuch bread as they dine with. As the 
lTewes, hearing che Prephets ſpeake ſo ofcen of Chrifts king. 
dome, and call bim a King, looked fer a temporal] King that 
Mat.20,20 {hould bring thempeace,and ioy, and glory, and mak: them 
like Kings therbſelues : ſo the carnall eares, when they heare 
of a kingdome, and treaſures, and riches, ſtrait their mindes 
runne ypon earthly, and worldly, and tranhtorie things, 


Tobn 6. 


ſuchas they love, to whom Pawlanſwereth, as Chriſt av... 


ſwered his Diſciples, I haue another meate which you know 

not of : lo there are other riches which you know not of : 1 ſaid 

not, that godlineſle js carthly,or worldly,or tranlitory gaine, 
but great gaine. 

He will not onely prooue godlinefle to be gaine, but great 

— gaine:as if he ſhould ſay , more gainefull then your wares, 

andrents, and fines, and intereſt * as though he would make 

the Lawyer, and Metchant,and Mercer,and Draper,and Pa- 

tron, avd Landlord, and all the men of riches beleceuc, that 

godlineſſe will make them rich ſooner then couetouſneſle, I 

feare this ſaying may he renewed, /f a man tellyon, yeewill not 

Abaca,s Geleene it, e.Asthe Lord looked downe vpon the earth , to 

Ffilag.z. fee if any did regard bim, & laid , There & not one:(o this {en- 

& 53-d, tence may goe from Court to City, from City to Conntrie, 

and fay,there is ſcarce one in a Towne that will ſubſcribe vn- 

to it, Many (laid Danid)acke who wil ſhew v5 any good? meae 

ning riches, and honour, andpleaſure, which arc not good, 

But when he came to goodnefle it ſelte, he Jeaues out Aſany, 

and prayeth in his owne perlon, Lord lift thouwp the livht of 

thy countenance pon 1,25 if none would iome with him, Tet 

w:ſao mr is iuſtifi:d by ber owne children, andthe godlie count 

fodlineſe gaine, to make vs loue godlines, he calleth i: by the 

name of chat wee loue moſt : that 15, gaine, As the Fathcr 

Lake 1.51, Calleth his Son which he would loue more then the reſt, by 

his owne name,to put him in minde of fach a lone as he bea- 

reth to himlelte, Heere wee may ſee that God doth not come 

mand mea to be godly onzly, becauſc it makes tor his glory, 

buc 
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but be cauſe godlineſſe is profitable to vs.For godlineſſe isnor 

called gaine, imreſpe of God, burin reſpeR of ys : it is 

caine to vs, but it is duty to him, Soit is called a heath in Pro.z.8; 
reſpect of vs, bec2ule it is the health of our fouics + fo it is 

not called a kmgdome in reſpeR of God, but inreſpeR of vs, Hit.6.313 
becauſe we ate intituled to the kingdome by this difference 

from the reprobates, Pur all the good thingsinthe world 

together, and the goodnefſe of all is found in godlinefſe, and 

therefore gadlineſle is called by the names of thoſe things 

that men count bef}, to ſhew , that the godlyare as well, as 

m:rry, as content withtheir loue towards God, and Gods 

loue rowards them, as other are with health and wealth, and 

pleaſures. Therefore it is ſaid of the godly, The feare of the E/4:39-36» 
Lord « bis treaſure, Therefore (laith Jeremie.) The Lord is Lam, 3.24. 
ay portion, 2s though he defired nothing elſe, and therefore 

it is ſaid of ſoſes,T bat he efteemed the rebuke of Chriſt grea.. Heb. 26, © 
ter riches then allthe treaſures of Egypt. It croflesbe riches, s 

as Moſes thought, what riches are in gedlinefſe ? But is this 

all the karueſt? ſhall godlineſle bee all che godly mans ri- 

ches ? Nay (ſaithPasl) Godlineſſe bath the promiſes of this Iife, 1,Tim.4.8. 
and of the life to come,that is, the godlic ſhall do well in hea- 

ven and heere to, And therefore Chriſt ſaith, Firff ſceke the gyy;,s,z2, 
kingdome of God, and all the reſt ſhall be caft vpon you ; euen 

25 the ſheauesfell before Ruth , fo riches ſhall fall in your ##-2+16,, 
way as they did to Abraham, and Lot, and Tacob, and Iob, 

and 7oſeph:riches were cafttothem they knew not how; bur 

as if God had ſaid, Be rich, and they wererich ftraite, For all 

good things were created fer the good, and therefore they 

are called good, Becauſe the good God created them for 

good men to good purpole; therefore as Jacob got the bleſ< Gengu7.8,' 
hng,ſo he got the inhexirance alſo : ro ſhew that as the faith- 

full haue the inward bleſſing , ſo they kaue the outward bleſ- 

fings ro, when they are good for them, For(ſaith Danid)They Plat 34 19, 
which ſeeks the Lord (hall want nothing that is good, Now God 

knoweth better then wee what 1s good fot vs, as the nurſe 

knoweth better then the childe when the miJke is ready for 

it, Therefore Chrift ſaith, Yowr heanenty Father knoweth what Math.6. 32 


you 
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you bane neede of : hee ſaith not, that wee know what wee hane 

need: of but that our Father l;nowith: a5 if he ſhould ſay, when 

you hauencede of health, your Father will ſend you health : 

when you haue neede of riches, your Father will ſend you 

riches ; when you hauencede of libertie , your Father will 

ſend you liber::e: for he ſaithnor only that bis Father know. 

Mit.7,01, ethwhat wae bawencode of, but that hee will giue vs the things 
which weereede, Therefore as children take no care for their 


apparrell, what cloathes they ſhall weare, nor for their viEtu- - 


Mat.6,z1, alls, what meatthey ſhall eate, but leaue this care tor their 
Pſal.34.19, Father, ſo faith Chriſt, Take youno care, for my Father ca> 
© 23,5, reth for you, 

He was not content to call Godlmeſſe gaine, but he calleth 
it great gaine,as if he would ſiv, Game,and more then Game: 
riches,and better then riches : a Kingdome,an4 greatcr then 
a Kingdome, As when the Prophets would diftinguiſh be- 
tweene the Idol} gods and the living God, they call himthe 

Deu.13,17, great God: ſothe gaine of Godlinefle 1s called great gatne, 
Marke 1,7. The riches of the world arc caliedearthly, tranſitoric,inares, 
1,Tim.s, 9. thornes, dung,as though they were not worthy tobe coun- 
Fhil.z,9. tedriches: and therefore, to draw the carncſt loue of men 
from them, the holy Ghoſt brings them in withtheſe names 
of diſdaine, te diſgrace them with their lovers: but when he 
comes to godlinefſce, which is the riches cf the foule, hee cal- 
Pro.z, 4, 9. leth it greatriches, heavenly riches, vnſcarchable riches, c- 
Pr0.4,9, uerlaſting riches , with all the names of honour, and all the 


_ R names of pleaſure, & all the names of happines, As a woman 

O11 . , 

#8 * Frims anddecks her ſelfe with an hundred ornaments, only 
to make her amiable - ſo the holy Ghoſt ſeiteth out godlines 
With: names of honour,and namcs ef pleaſures, and names of 

"5 happincs, as it were in her Icwells, ygth letters of commen- 


dation,to make her be beloued, Lett any riches ſhould com- 
pare \.ith godlines, hee giues it a name aboue other, and cal- 
leth it ereatriches,as it he would make a diftin&ion between 
riches and riches, betweene the Faine of conctouſues, & the 
9aine of godlines , thepeace of the world, and thepeaccof 
conſcience, the ioy of ricſs, and the joy of the holy Ghoſt. 

The 
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The worldly men haue a kinde of peace, and ioy, and riches» 
But I cannot call it great, becauſe they have not enough, 
they are not contented as the godly are , therefore only god- 
linefſe hath this honour, to be called great riches, The gaine 
of couctouſneſſe is nothing but wealth, but the gaine ol od- 

lineſſe is wealth,and peace, and/ioy,and louc of God,and the 
remiſſion of finnes,and cuerlaſting life, Therefore only god- 

lineſſe hath this honor, to be called great PDE makes Gen,z2.6, 
bate,bur godlinefſe makes peacerriches breeds :couetouſnes, — 

but godlineſlebrings contentation:riches makes men ynwil- 
lingto die;, but godlinefle makes men readieto die : riches | 
often hurtthe owner but godlinefſeprofiteth the'owner and . 
other, Therefore, only godlinefſe hath this honour, to bee 
called greatriches, Such gaine,fuchioy,ſuch peace is in god- 
linefle,and yet no man couets it:and this is the quality of yers 
rue, it ſeemeth nothing vnto a man vntill he hath it, as Sa/o- 
won ſaith ofthe buyer, while he is in buying , hee diſpraiſeth 
the thing which he buyeth, andfaith, /r 15nanght, itisnot Pro.ue. 14; 
worth the price whichyee aske ; but when hee A 

it, ſo ſoone as he is gone, hee boaſterh- of his penny-worths, 

and faith it is betterthen his meney. So godlineſſe, before a © 

man hath ir, hee ſaith, it is notworth hislabour, and thinkes 

eucry houre too muchthathhe: ſpendeth abour'it; but when 

he hath found it, hee would nor looſe it againe for all the 

world, becauſe he is now come to that, which followeth, to 

be contented with that he hath, Here Paul ſheweth with what 

a man ſhould bee contented, not with one thoufand pounds, 

nor one hundred pounds, nor twenytie pounds, but with that 

he hath : and there is great reaſon why he ſhould ſo : becauſe 

no man knoweth what is fit for him ſo well as his caruer. And 

therefore euery one ſhould cſteeme ſo reuerently of God, 

that hee thinke nothing berter for him (forthe time preſent) 

then that which God meafureth forth vnto him, For when 

Chriſt had no monie,he was contented, and when he wanted 

monie to pay tribute, he ſent for no more then he needed; he Mat.17.27, 
might haue comanded twentie pounds as well as 20. pence. 


Buttoſhew , that wee ſhould delire no morethen will ſerue 
our 
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our turne, kee would -haye no more then ſcrued his nature; 
Now, becauſe contentation is of ſuch a nature, that jt can 
pleaſc it ſelfe withpeuertie , as well as riches, thercfore itis 
called the great gaine : as though it had all whichit wanted, 
And this contentment ( faith Pl ) we owe to godlincfle, 
becaule it is not poſſible for wicked man to be contented; 
foraz he is not latisfied with finne , 10 is he ſatisfied with no» 
thing, Riches come; and yerthe man is not picaſed :libertie 
comes, and yer the man isnort pleaſed :picaſure comes, and 
yet the man is not pleaſed; vntill God come, and then hee 
faith, Ay cup is fult. Shew vs thy Father (faith Philip) and i 
ſufficech, Nay, ſhewvs thy truth, and tr{ufficerh. Now my 
foule (ith the chorle) rake rby refb: nay, now my ſouletake 
thy xcft,torthou haſt l2id vp for many yeares. The god]y man 
harh' found that which all the world doth ſecke, that is , E- 
neugh, Every word maybedetined, and cucry thing may be 
meaſured;butezoygh cannot be mealuredor defined,it chan= 


| petheeucryyeare : when we had nothing,,' we thought it E- 


Ioh.4.13. 


Aft.2.2, 


G27.44.15» 


nowgh,if we might obtainelefſe then we haue:when we came 
to mere, wethowghrof anocher exongh :; now we haue more, 
we dreame of anotherenovgh; fo exengh1s alwaies to.come, 
though too much be:therealreadic, For as oyle kindjetbthe 
fire whichiit/ſeemes ro quench ſor:cbes comeas though they 
would make a-man contented, and make him more coue- 
tous, Therefore ſeeing contentation was neuer found in ri- 


ches, the Apoſtle tencheth to ſeeke it in godlmeſſe, ſaying, Godl;= _ 


weſſe 15 riches, as thought did, not only make a man conten- 
red, burmake 2 man contented with it ſeltc, Hee ſpeakes as 
though he had found anew kinde of riches, which the world 
neucr thought of, that are of ſuch a nature, that they will 
fatisfiea man like the water that Chrift ſpake of,hbe that drmks 
of this water ſhall thirft no more: ſo they that taſte of theſe ri- 
ches, ſhall couetno more : but as the holy Crhoſt filled all the 
houſe, ſo the grace and peace, andioy of the holy Ghoſt h11- 
leth all the heart ; that as /oſeph had 10 neede of £Aſirovorree, 
becauſe he hadthe ſpirit of prophetic; fo he which hath cen- 
tentation, hath little necde of riches ! hee rhipkes ner of the 

Philo- 
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Philoſophers ſtone, nor the gold of Opbir , northerwines of 1.Reg9.25 
India,buthe hath his quretes :ft,without ſuit of law;for here. 
raineth a peace-maaker within, which would make al Lawiers 
Preachers, if men were fo wiſe to take counſel! of it. 

When the law is ended, if the man be not content he is int 
trouble-{til}: when bis diſeaſe is curcd, if he benor content, 
hee is lick ſtill; when his wane is ſupplied, if he henorcon + 
rent, he is 10 want til] : when bondage is turned into libevtie, 
if he be not content, hes in bondage til] > but though be be 
in law, and fickneflc, and poucrtie,and bondage, yet if. hee 
be content, he is free, and rich; and merrit,and quiery cuen) ,»- 
as Adani was warme though he hadnocclotheg, © + . \ + -1G2,1.25, 

Such a commander is Contentation,that whereſocuet ſhe: + 
ſetteth foot, an. bundred blefliings waite vpon her : 1h eucry- 
diſcaſe ſhe js a Phyfitiav, in euery ſtrife ſhe is a Lawier;/ingr. 
uery doubt ſhes a Predeher, jn.enory. gricfedhe. ia Qomforr: 
ter , like a ſweet perfume: which takech-away-the cuilbſenr,; 
ahd leaueth-a pleaſant ſcint; for its! As the Vnicoenes hone; 
dipped in the Fountaine, makes the waters vehich wete cor- 
rupt and noiſome, clcare and wholeſome ypeitthe fodaine ; 
ſo, whatſoeuer cftate gotilineflecomesvnto, it faith like the 
Apoſtles, Peace-beto:46i5 houſe, praee bentothis heart, peace 
be to this man, ; 11 314100 works Wren m | 

I may liken it to the fiue loaues and rwo fiſhes, wherewith 
Chriſt ted fiue thouſand perſons, andyet there were twelue 
baskets full of that which, was left, wb1ch could.nathill ane 
basket when it was: whole, Thus their little feaſt was made 
a great feaſt : ſo the godly, though they haue but betle 
for rhemſelues , yer they baye ſomerbing for other like: yy, 11, 
the Widdowes Mite, that they may fay as the Diſciples” 
ſaid to C HR15ST, theyrywant nothing, though they bave-Zuk.22, 35 
nothirg., Contenrtation, wanterh nothing, and a good 
heartis worth.all. For it ſhcee want bread , ſhee can ſay as 
Chriftſaid, / hams an other bread: If {hee want riches, ſhee .- 
can ſay, ] haue ather riches : If ſhee want ſtrength, ſhee 
can ſay , I have other ſtrength; If ſhee want friends , ſhee 
can ſay, Thauc other friends, Thus the godly finde all 

With 
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within, thatthey ſceke without. Therefore if you ſee a man 
contented with that he hath,it is a great ſigne that godlineſle 
is entred into him, for the heart of man was made a Temple 
for God, and nothing can' fill it but God alone, Therctore 
Panl ſaith after his converſion, that which hee could neuer 
ſay before his conuerfion, / bare learned to be content, Firſt he 
learned godlinefle,then godlineſſe taught him contentation, 
Now (faith Paul) [ baxe learned tos be content: as though this 
were a leſſon for cuery Chriſtian to learne,to be content, For 
thus hee muſt thinke , that as God ſaid to Moſes when hee 
could nor obtaine leaue to-gocts (/anamn:Let this ſuffice thee 
to ſee ( anaan : ſo, whatſocuer he giueth, he giues this.charge 
withit, Let this ſuffice thee. As leremie ſaith, T his is my ſor- 
row, and [ will beare it, ſothou muſt ſay, This is my portion, 
and I will cakeit, This is the figne, whether godlineflebe ins 
man; if ht haueioy of that which he-hath : forthings which 
God giuerh/to the: righteous, Pas! ſaith, that hee giucth 
themro enjoy, that is, if he hauemuch, hee can ſay with Pas, 
I hautlearned to abound; if hee kaue little, hee can fay with 
P awul, I hanc learned to want; that is , if hee haue much, as 
eAbraham, and Lot, and [acob, and Tob, and Zoſeph , yetirt 
cannot corrupt his mitide; but as the net wasfull of Fiſhes, 
and yetnot rent, becauſe they caſt it in at Chrifts command; 
ſo, though thegodly man bee full of riches, yet his heart is 
notrent, his minde is not troubled, his countenance is nor 
changed, becauſc hee remembers, that theſe things were 
iuen him to'doe good, :as:#T7:/ter thought of her honour ; 
orif wee haue little, ir is like the little oyle which ſerued 
the Widdow as little as it was, «A /:ttle to the righteom (faith 
Dauid) it' is better thay great riches to the vigodly for when 
a man hath found the heauenly riches, hee careth not for 
earthly riches, no more then he that walks in the Sun, thinks 
whether the Mooneſhine orno, becauſe hee hath no neede 
of her light, Therefore we conclude with Chriſt, Zl:ſſed are 
they which thirlt after righteouſneſſe, for they ſhall be ſatisfied: 
not they that thirſt after riches; nor they that thirſt after ho- 
nour, nor they that thirſt after pleaſure, ſhall be _— but 
| thir 
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thirſ? more , as the ambitious, voluptuous, and covetous do, 
but they that thirſt after righteonſneſſe ſhall be ſatisfied, albeit 
they haueno riches, nor honour, nor pleaſure, It ye aske.hke | 
the Virgine, How can thirbe ? I anſwere, Euen as eAdam Gev. 2.16. 
was warme without cloathes, ſo God doth fſatisfie many 
men without riches. Though he was naked, yet hee Gid not 
{ce hisnakednefle, {o leng.as hee was innocent : but when 
he began to rebell, then began hee to want cloathes 2 fo 
thongh a man be poore, yet he ſees not his pouerty, ſo long 
as he 13 contented : but when he beginnes to couer,then hee 
begins co want riches, and from that day thecurſe(in the firſt 
of Aggens, ver, 6,) takes hold on him,Te eate,but yee haye 
wot enongh ; yee drinks, but ye are uot ſatisfied ; ye cloath your 
ſelnes but ye are not warrme : Indeed the couctous man ſeemes 
to drawe the world to him with cordes, his coffers are of 
Loadſtones, his hands I:ke nets, his fingers like lime twigs, 
there 1t cumes, . and there it comes, one would thinke this 
man ſhould be happic one day.. 42: 
Whenthe Churles barnes were fall, hee bade his ſoule 
take reſt, thinking rogaine refiby couetoulaefſe , that hee 
might ſay, Riches gaine ret as well as godlineſſe : bur ſce: 
what happened ; that night,” when hce began to-take his Luk. 11,19 
ref}, riches, and reft, and ſoule, and all, wete:iaken'from him. | 
Did he notgainefaire ? Would hee haue taken ſuchpaines, 
ifhe had thought of ſuch reſt? Couetoulneſle may gaine ri- 
ches, but it. cannot gaine ref!; yee maythinke like this churle, 
to reli, when your barces, and ſhops, and coffers are. full: 
but yc ſhall inde it true which Eſay ſaith, There & no reſt to Eſay 48.12 
the wngedlic: therefore, the wile man to prevent ail hope of IE 
re(},or honour, or profic by finae, ſpeakes as though he had 
tricd, Aman ceannet beeſtabliedby miquitie, Therefore hee p,gy 1, . 
cannot be Guieted, nor {atisficd. by the gaine of deceit, or ; 
bribes, orlies, or viuric, Which is iniquity :. therefore bleſ- 
{cd is the man whom godlmeſſe doth make tich, For whew 
the bleſsing of the Lord makg1tb ricb, (ſaith Salomon) bee doth ed... 
ade no ſorrow tout: but (faith he) the renennes of the wicked, 
« troxble, as tough his money _ care. Wherctore, let Na- 
cron 
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tron and Landlord, and Lawycr, and all, ſay now, that Pal 
hath choſen the better riches, which 1hiefe,nor moth, nor can- 
ker can corrupt : theſe are the riches, at laſ} that we muſt dwell 
with, when all the reft which wee hauelied for, and ſworne 
for , and fretted for, and couſencd for, and broken our 
ſleepe for, :nd loſt many Sermons for, forſake vs, like ſer- 
uants which change their maſters: then godlineſſe ſhal ſeeme 
as great gaine tos , as itdid to Paw, and hee which lo- 
ued the world moft , would give all that hee hath for a 
dramme of faith, that he might bee ſure ro goe to heaven, 
when he is dead, though he went towards hellſo lorg as he 
lived, 

Mal. 3.14 Heerethenis an anſuercto them which aske, 7/hat pro- 
1.31.12+ fit is js to ſerue God? How happy was Barziilat that would 
-.-" PIER not be ex:lced ? what quiet had che Shona mite which cared 
Luke 5,11, notfor preferment ? when did the Diſciples ſeeme ſo rich, as 
when they were willing to leave alt > This ſhall bee your 
gainc, when youare viurers of godlinefle, Is not the word 
gone forth yet, which heth killed couctouſlneſſe, rhat T may 
end my Sermon ? cither you goe away contented, or you go 
aiwvay condemned of your owne conſcience : before you 
were vexed with couetouſneſſe, but now the world ſhal vexe 
you too, for you ſhall neuer cover, norlye, nor deceiuc here- 
after, but a Sergeant ſhallarreſt you pon ir, and ſome ſen- 
rence whichy -u haue heard, ſhall gnaw you at the heart, 
with 8 wemorananm of hell, thar yee ſhall wiſh, O that I 
<conld abandon this finne, orelſe, that I had neter heard that 
warning, which makes it a corrafiue ynto mee, before 1 can 
leane it : if thy which are greedy ſtill could fee what peace 
and ref}, andioy, 2oe home with rhem ti at are contented, 
Apts 3.6. though they may {ay with Peter, Gold and ſilner hane [ none, 
eucry man would be a fatter to godlineffc, that hee might 

haue the dowry of contentation, 
If ary heers b-conetons Bill. let him alwaies thinke, why 
P/al.119., Dauid praycth, T urne my heart to thy law,and not 10 conctonſ- 
eſſe : he might have namece pride, or anger, or Juſf?, but that 
no fin did ſo keep his thoughts from) the law; 23 cc netoiſner, 
| when 
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when it came vpon him, Hee ſaith, Tarnemy heart vnto thy 

Law, and not to conetox/neſſe, asthough a man could not bee 

couetous, and have any lc1fure to thinke ypon any good, But 

as /obn baptized with water, fo.I can but teach you with Luke 3. 

words, rint'y 

Now you have heard what contentatjon is, you muſt 

pray to another to giue itvnto you, It is faid of this Citie 

that many Citizens of London have good wi'les, butbadde 

deeds, that is, you doe no good vntill you dic, Fil}, yee are 

yrgod!y, that you may be rich, and then you part from ſome 

of your riches, to excuſe for ſome of your vngodlineſſe, It 

may be that (ome heere naue ſet downe in their willes, when 

I die, I bequeath an hur:dred pounds toa Colledge : and an 

hundred pounds to an Hofpital!l, and an hundred gownes 

vnto poore men. Icdoe marue!|that you giueno more when 

you areat that point, for [ndas, when hee died, returned all ,y, ,-.8. 

againe: ſo yee die, and thinke wken ye are gance, that. 

will take this for a quittance : Be not decejued, for God hath 

not looke ypon that which yee doefor feare, but vpon that 

whichyee doeforJoue : if yee can finde in your heatt to doe 

good while you are in health, as Zachens did, then God doth —_ . " 

reſpects your offering : but before God hearkens how yee —_Y 

giuc your riches, firft hee examines how ye came by them : 

for a man may be hanged for flealiug of mony which he giues 

rothe poore, becauſe , it hee ſhould count godlineſle gaine, 

much more ſhould he care to gaine by godly meanes, Thus 

you ſee the fruites of godlinefſe, and the iruites of couerouſ- 

neff*, co lay Balaams poſting for a brive, and the ſonnes of Num.21.17 

Zebedews ſuing for preferment, leſt tecking for Aſles they 

lole a better kingdome, then Saxltound, If you bee coue- 1.51.10. 

tous, yee ſhall never have enoug?, aithough you haue too 

much: but when yee pray, 7 hy kingderze come, ye fhall with 1ype 1144 

my hingdpre come. It yee be godly. yee ſhall haue enough, 

thovgi you lecme to have nathing, like tothe Smyrnians of 

whom God faith, [ know thy porerty, but thou art rich, Ther 5+ 

fore what counſel! ſha!l I gizc you ,butas Chriſt counſelled 

his diſciples, Be wer frinds to r1ches but make your friends ofri- Renel.z.g., 
B 2 ches 
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Phil.4.12. oher; and know this, that if ye cannot ſay as Panl faith I bane 
learned to be content ,godlines is not yet cometo your houſe: 
for the companion of godlines is contentation, which when 
ſhee comes will bring you all things. Therefore as Chrift 
ſaith If the Sunne —_ free, you ſhall be free indeed: 
ſo I ſay, if godlinefle make you tich, yee thall be 
rich indeed. The Lord Iclus make yee 
doers of that ye hauc hcard, 


e Amen, 


1obn 8.36. 
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19. Thencametokinhis Mother nnd Brethren nid conld 


mot comeneare hin for the preaſe. ' 


20, eAndit wa told him by certiinie which ſaid: thy Mo- 
ther, and Arethren. ſtand withoit, ant would ſt thee, © 

21. 'But be anſwered and ſaill vnto thens, My mother, and 
wy Brethron,are theſe, which heare the word of God, and doe it. 


Ere is Chriftpreaching a great preaſe hea- 
}xing, his Mother & his Friends intetropting, 
$$: and; Chriſt againe withſtanding the inter- 
N  Supuon, avith a comfortabledoAtrine of his 

mercies towards them, which hear the word 
, --+ | of Godanddoeir, When Chriſt was about 
a worke,and many were gathered together to heare him, the 
Dcuill thought with himſclfe; asrhe Prieftsand Saduces did 
inthe fourch of the, A&s; If E ler him alone thus, all the 
world will follow him, and T' ſhall be hke Rachel, without 
Children : therefore deviſing rhe likeſt-policie to: fruſtrate 
and diſgrace but one of his Sermons, thereby to make the 


people yawilling to heaxe him againe 2 As hee ſet Exe vpon Gen.z,s. 
Adam, and made [obs wife his inſtrument, when hee could 16 2.g. 


not fit it himlclfe ;{o hee ſendethChriſts Mother , and puts 
reth inthe. minde of his Kinſmen-,/ to come vnto hun at 
thatinſtant, when hee: was in this holy. exerciſe, and call 
vpon hin, while hee was preaching, to come away, and 

B 3 goe 
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oe with them. Chriſt ſeeing the Serpents dealing. how he 
made his Mother the Temprter, that all the Audnorie might 
goc away emptic , and ſay where they came : Wee heard the 
man whichis called /eſws,and he beganne to preach ynto vs, 
with ſuch wordes, as though hee would carrie ys to heauen : 
butin the mid of his Sexmop, came his Aſorber., and Bree. 
thren to hirhy chat i ta{ghe be knowne what a'kinſman they 
had: and ſo {cone as hee heard that they were come, ſodain- 


ly hee brake off his Sermon , and flipt away from vs. to goe . 


and make merrie with th:m. Chriſt, I fay, ſecing this traine 
laid by Sathan, to diſgrace him (as he doth all his Miniſters) 
didnor leaue off fpeaking, as they thought hee weuld: bur, 
as if God had appointed all this, to creditand renowne him, 
that which was noiſed here to interrupt his doctrine, hee 
taketh for an »ccaſton tatcach another Doctrine , that there 
is anouher conun@ion berweeue Chriſt and the Faithfull, 
then berweene the. Mather aud the Sonne, which: are. one 
fcſh. Therefore when they fay, thy Mother and Brethren are 
cometo ſpeake with thee, hee pointethto his hearers, and 
faith, T heje are iy. Mother and-brethren.,, which bearethe word 
of God, and ave 11: as if he ſhouldfay; I haue a Mprher.igdeed 
which brought me forth, butin re fpet dfthemahych beare 
the wordof God, anddee jt;{he is likea Stepurriothier,and theſe 
2re like a naturall Mother, | re 7 Ri 

With bis wiſe anſwere , hee (quicrted the Auditors, and 
made thera heare him better then they did before, Fornow 
they thought with theryſclues ; what: man is this, which lo- 
uethvs more then his Mother 7 his Mother called hltw; and 
yet hee would not goe from vs. his brethren ſtay for him;and 
hee maketh as if he did not knowthem, butſaith , 3 ho is wy 
Hlother *1i/be are my Brethren? -— | 

Thus Chriſt Rood vp, as it were, in ah indignation 4- 
gainſt Sathan, and fatd : Sathan, this Sermon-was tiot begun 
forihee, neither ſhall jt end for thee » this worke was nor 
done for my Mother, neither ſhall it bee left for my Mo- 
ther Thus hee caught the Deuill with his owne ban , and 
made his people more louing and attentine towards him, 


ng by 


XUM 


XUM 


Tacobare called Brethren, becauſe they had one Father , and 
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byithad which Sachan:thought.io-diſgrate lim. How fore |: 


med with the Spirit ;-thazhet thetDeul-rempr hier, orthe 
weman tempthim, or Prices tempr him, all is one; 

Here art two doubts, the fitt is the difference berweene 
the:Euangeliſts : for CHwtthor faith , that one brought this 
mfage'; Herke and Lake attribue. it to moe: borh may 
fiand, for. the word which hisMother gaucof calling hin) 
forth, was receiuedof the reſt, and fo paſſed — many, 
tilkzticame:ro-Ghriſt,, fo that ;ove:may bee ſaid robring this 
meſſage, hecauſe'ohe noiſed irhirſt; and. many nizy be faid to 


| 


kcing:thjs meſſages hecatiſe many noiſedicater; 12 21. 


Mat.r3.37 
Mark 3.31 
Ll vhe $.20, 


\ The ſecond doubt 1s,,: becauſe Chriſt d.no:Brerhreri\, | 


how they ſaid , Thy Brethren world: (prake with thee. You 
mult vnderſtand, that they which are here called Chrifts 
Brethren, were his Cotins by the Mothers fide': that is , her 
Silters children, for there were three Mares, and theſe three 
were liſters, AZarie the Virgin, /Harietho mother of James, 
and Mariethe Daughter of Cleophar , whoie Sonnes theſe 
were: their names were /ames, Joſeph, Indas, and Simon: 
and they ave called the Lords Brethren, becauſe theywere 
K1gne ynto him, Therefore note, that in holy Sctipture;there. 


be foure ſorts of Brethren : Brethren by Nature, ſo Efan and Gen.27. 30, 


one Mother ; Brethren by Nation, fo all the Iewes are cal- 
led Brethren, becauſe they were of one Countrey : Brethren 
by Confapguinitce, fo all are: called Brethren which are of 
oneFamilie, and ſo Abraham called Lot his brother,and Sa- 


Deut.15.13 


Gan.1 2 k - 


rab his Siſter , becauſe they were of ane Line : Brethren by g,, 3. 


profeſſion, ſo all Chriſtians are called brethren, becauſe they ; 


are of one Religion, Theſe are Brethrey, of thethird order, 
thatis, of Conſanguivitie, becaufe they: were of one Fa- 
mile, : | 2:01 ) 
Now, vwheti his Mother, and his Brethren, wer? cometo 
ſee him; it is ſaid,that they couldinot come neare him tor the 
preaſe, Here were Auditors enough, Chriſt fo lowednow 
with Diſciples,thar his Mother could haue no roome to hear 
him : bug afcer a while it was low water againe, Whenthe 
. B 4 Shep - 


1at.23. 
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Mat.16.31, Shepheard was ſtroken, theſhoepe were ſcattered, when hee 
preached 1n the ſtreets, arid rhe Temples andthe fields, then 
many flocked after him': but -when hee preached vpon the 
Croſſe, then they left him , which ſaid they would neuer for- 
ſake him;then there was a grearpteaſe to fee him die,as there 
was here , to heare himcpreack., And many of theſe which 

Mat.27. ſeemed like brethren and fiſters} were his betraiers;and accu 
ſers, and perſecuters : ſo conſtant we are in ourzeale,more 


then in anything elſe. Thus much of their comming and cal- - 


livg to Chriſt : now, tothe doftrine which lieth in ir. . 

| Here bee two ſpeakers; 'one ſaith ; Thy Mother, and thy 

Brethren are come to fpeake vuto-thee; The other ſaith, "Theſe 

are my CIMother and Brethren , which heare the word of God, 

ad doe it, The ſcope of the Evangeliſt is this : Firſt, that 

Chriſt would not hinder his doctrine, for Mother, or Bre- 

\ thren, or any kinſman: Then , to ſhew that there is a nearer 
coniunRion berweene Chriſt and the Fanhfull,then'the Mo 

ther and the Sonne;. The firſt is written for our comfort; 

Exod,20. Touching the firſt , hee which teachethys to honour our Fa- 
Luk.2.46. ther and Mother, doth not tcach here to contemne Father 
and Mother, becauſe hee ſpeakes of another Mother, for itis 

ſaid, that bee was obedtent to his Parents, This hee ſheweth, 

when being found in the Temple amongſt the Doors : 

hee left a!], to goe with his Mother, becauie ſhe ſoughthim, 

{o hee honovred her, that he left all for her, This he ſhewed 

againeat his death, being vpon'the Croſſe , hee was not vn- 

io!n 19 26 Mindtull of her : for pointing vnto /olw, hee ſaid , CAo- 
ther, beholdthy Soxnet and pointing vnto her, he ſaid ; Be- 
bold thy Mother : ſo hee commended her to his beloued 
Diſciple before he died, Therefore, this is not a doQtrine of 
diſobedience, but a rule how to obey. As hee taught his 
Diſciples, ro give vnto Ceſar, that which is Ceſars, andto 
God, that which 1s Gods : ſo hee teacheth vs here, to giue 
vnto Parents, that which is Parents, andto the Lord , that 
| which is the Lords, When God ſaid, Honour thy Father and 
Exed.20. thy Mother, hee did not give a commandement againſt him= 
ſelfe: and therefore he ſaith, Howonr we, before he ſaith, Ho- 

mour 


Muait,y.2:1. 
Lu'7.20, 25." 
KM iti.19. 
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nourthemu, Thefirſt commandement is, Honoxr Gel : the 
fift commandement is , Honoxr thy P aremts, leſt you ſhould 
honour your Parents before God: When Salomon bade his 2Reg.2.20, 
Mother aske him any thing, hee {igoified thatthe Mother 
ſhould bee abeyed.in many thiugs : but when hee denied his 
Mother that one thing which ſhe asked, he ſheweththac the 
Mother ſhould nor bee obeyed in all things, When Chriſt Mat. 23.9, 
ſaid : Tow hane but one Father and Maſter , hee ſpeakes of 
Faith audReligion, ſhewing that when it concerneth our 
Faith and Religion, wee ſhould reſpect but one Father and 
one Maſter, which is the giuer of our Faith, and the Maſter 
of our Religion, | 

When Pam! faid , Children, obey your Parents in the Lord, Epheſ 6. r. 
hee meanes not, that we ſhould obey them againſt the Lord, Rom. 13.5. 
As when hee ſaith, Obey Prmces for conſcrence ſake, hee mea» 
neth nog, that wee ſhould obey them again} conſcicace, 
Therefore, when it commeth to this, that the earthly Father 
commandeth one thing , that the heauenly Father com- 
mandeth another thing : then, as Peter anſwered the Ru- 14.19. 
lers, ſo mayeſt thou anſwere thy Parents , Whether is it meet 
rs obey God or yan? Then theſe are the hands: which thou 
muſt cut off, then-theſe are the eyes which thou muſt pull 
out, orelſe they ſhould be as much ynto thee, as thy hand, 
or thine cye. 

In Matthew 19, A man muſt forſake his Father and his 
Mother, cod well with his wife. Io: Luke the 16, Hee muſt 
forſake Father and Mother, and Wife, tro dwell with Chriſt : 
for, He which forſaketh Father or Mother for mee (hall receme Luk14.c. 
more, faith our Sauiour, Nay, Hee which deth not bate Father, 
or Mother, or Wife for me, eannot bee my Diſciple, Shewing 
that our loue towards God ſhould bee fo great, thatinre- 
{peR of it,our loueroward men ſhould be but hatred, Thus 
he which obeyed his Parents more then wee, yet would have 
ſomerule, ſome ſentence, ſome example in Scriprure, of not 
obeying them too, becauſcitis ſuch a hard point, to know 
how farre they are to be obeyed, which are ſet inauthoritie 


oucr Ys. 
As 


_— 


Gen6.2. 


lohn 3. 
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As none but God ſpeakesalwaies right; '{o'none but God _ 


muſt alwaies be obeyed : wee arenort called only the Sornes 
of men, but we are called the ſons of God, Therefore as Chriſt 
anſwered his Mother , when ſhee wouldhaue him turne wa. 
terinto wine, Woman, what bane l to deewith' thee? ſo wee 
ſhould anſwere Father and Mother,and Brethren'and Siſters, 
and Rulers and Maſters, and Wife too, whetithey will vs ro 
doe that which is not meet , What hawe / todoewith you? For 


toleaue doivg good, and doe euill, were not toturne water 


" into wine, but to turne wine into water Peter way not Satan, 


Maiat.16.23. 


Sam. 6.10. 


but when hee tempted Chriſt like Satan, -Chriſt anfwered 
him as he anſwered Satan , Come behivdeme Satan tſhewing 
that we ſhould giue no more attention vnto Father , or Mo- 
ther, or Maſter, or Wife, when they tempt vs to euill,then we 

would giue ynto Satan, ifhe ſhould rempr vs himſelfe, 
Three things Children receive of their Parents, Life,Main- 
tenance, and Inſtrution, For theſe three, they owe other 
three: for life, they owe loue z for maintenance, they owe 0- 
bedience; for in(ttuRion, they owe reverence: For life,they 
muſt be loued as Fathers; formaintenance, they muſt bee a. 
beyed as Maſters; for inſtrution,they muſtbe reverenced as 
Tutors, Bur, as there is a King of Kings, which-muſt bee 0- 
beyed abouc Kings, ſo there is a Father of Fathers, which 
muſt be obeyed aboue Fathers: therefore ſomtimes you muſt 
anſwere like the Sonne, when he was bid to goc into his Fa- 
thers Vineyard, [will gee : and ſumetime you muſt anfwer as 

Chriſt anſwered, / wuſt goe about my Fathers b»ſineſſe.. 
When two milch Kine didcarriethe Arke of the Lord to 
Beth/hem:ſh, their Calues were ſhut vp at home : becauſe the 
Kine ſhou!d not (tay, when they heard their Calues cric after 
them : ſo, when thou gocſt about the Lords bufinefie, thou 
ſhalt heare a crie of thy Father,and thy Mother, and thy Bre- 
thren, and thy Siſters, andthy Kindred, to ſtay thee, but then 
thou muſt thinke of another Father, as Chrift thought of 
another Mother : and fo 2s thoſe Kine wen on till the Lord 
brought them 4 here the Arke ſhould reſt, ſo thou ſhalt goe 
on, till the Lord bring thee where thou ſhalt reſt, Itis better 
to 
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to flie from our friends, as eAbrabaw did, then toflay wich Gen.r1.z. 
ſome friends, as Sampſon did with Dalila, & 13.11, 

I may ſay, beware of Kinſmen, as well as our Sauiour ſaid Ind.16.4. 
beware of men, For this reſpe of couſenage made E/: his , _ - 
Sonnes Prieſts : and this reipett of couſenage hath made ma«- © 
ny like Prieſts in England : This reſpect of coufenage hath 
made. Samuels, Sonnes.ludges,and this reſpe&of coulenage ; 5,» 8.r. 
hath made many like Iudges in England : this reſpe& of | 
couſenage brought T obias into the Leuites Chamber : and Vebe.13.4.5 
this reſpe& of couſrnage hath brought many Gentlemen in- 
to Preachers liuings, which will not out againe. As Chriſt 
preferred his ſpirituall Kinſmen , ſo wee preferre our earthly 
Kinſmen, Many priuiledges, many offices, and many bene- 
fices, haue toopedto this yoice; thy Mother calleth thee, or 
thy Kinſmen would haue thee. As this voice came to Chriſt, 
while hee was labouring, ſo many ſuch voices come toys 
while wee are labouring. One faith , Pleaſure would ſpeake 
withyou: anorher faith, Profit would ſpeake with you : an- 
other ſaith, Eaſe would ſpeake with you : another ſaith, a 
Deanrie would ſpeake with you : another ſaith, a Biſhop- 
prick would ſpeake with you : another faith, the Court 
would ſpeake with you, | , 

Whena manis in a goad way , andftudicth the Scripture 
to bee a reacher of the Church, a voice commeth to his care, 
as.this came to Chriſts , and ſaith : Thy friends would haue 
thee ſtudie the Law, for by Diuinitic thou ſhalt attaynero 
no preferment,, and thine owne flock will.vexe thee, orthe 
Biſhop will top thy mouth, This winde ſomerime rurnerh 
Tonas his failes from Nmmeto Tarſhiſh, and makes him burie: 1,45 x. 
his talent, L 

If he be a Divine alreadie,& preach his conſcience a voice 
commeth vnto him againe,as this did to Chriſt,a3d ſairh,thy 
friends would haue thee to be quiet, or,there be Spies which 
doe note what thou ſaift, or,chere befcllowes tharlie in wait 
for thy hn:ing :ſo ſometimes with alittle intreatie, he beggin- 
ncth to draw vp his hand, and lay his finger vpon his mouth, 
and preach peace, whrn heis {ent with war:e, Thus wee are 

; Cum- 


* 


M.t,' 9.14 


Numb 3.6, 
7.8, 


2.1ohn 1. 


Afts \ 7.11 


Rom. 9.8, 


gGen.l. 
Heb,11.9» 
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cumbred like our Maſter, before our Sermons, andin our 
Sermons, and after 6ur Sermons ; cuen of them ſometime, 
which ſhould incourage vs : and thereforeas Chriſt faith, Be- 
ware of mea , 1o {ay 1, Beware of kinſmen. 

So ſoone as the children bee borne, rheirParents bring 
them tothe Temple, and baptize them, andofferthem to 
God: but ſo ſoone as they bee ables ſerue him, they tempt 
them away from him, to Law, orPhiGck, or Merchandife, 


or Husbandrie, and had rather they ſhould bee of any Tribe, - 


then ofthe Tribe of Lent, which ſerueth in the Temple, Hee 
which will bee hindred , ſhall haue blocks enovgh : bur wee 
muſtlearneto leape overall, as Chriſt leaped ouerthis, If 
weeſhould l/eane Father, and Mother, andWife,and Children, 
for (brift, much lefſe ſhould wee care for labour, orloſle, or 
ſhame, or trouble, or diſpleaſure , for wee ſhould aduenture 
theſe for our friends, Thus much of his naturall Kindred- 
now of his ſpirituall Kindred, 

Here is another Genealogic of Chriſt , which Mathew 
and L*ke, neverſpake of, As Chriſt faith : / haye another 
bread which you know not : ſo hee faith : [ hane other Kinſmen 
which you know not, 

Saint /obn writing to a Ladie, which brought vp her chil- 
dren in the feare of God, calleth her the ele Ladie,ſhewing 
thatthe chiefett honour of Ladies and Lords, and Princes, is 
to beeeletof God, S, Luke ſpeaking of certaine Bergans, 
which received the word of God with love, calls them, more 
noble men then the reft : ſhewing , that God counreth none 
Noble, bur ſich as arc of a noble Spirit. As /ohr calleth 
none cle, bur the vertuous, and Lrk calleth none Noble, 


bur the religious : ſo Chriſt callethnone his Kirſmen, bur the 


righteous: andof thoſe only he ſaith , Theſe are my Mother, 
and my Brethren, whith heave the ward of God, and doe it, 
As eAbrahams children are not counted after the fleſh, 


bur after the Spirit, $o Chriſts kindred are not counted after. 


thefleſh, bur after the ſpirit; for the fleſh was not made 
after the _ of God, but the ſpirit : therefore, Godis not 
called the Father of bodies, but the Father of ſpirits, Now 

God 
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God which is 3 Spirit, preferreth them that are kinne to him 

in the Spirit, Therefore Eſas was not bleflcd, becauſe hee 

was of Iſaacs Al:th, but /aceb.was bleſſed, becauſe he was Gal.4.z8. 
of Iſaachs (pirit. As we love inthefleſh, fo Chriſt Iouerhin 29. 

the ſpirit; therefore he ealletrh none his k/nſmen, but them 

whoch heave the wordof God and dec it, 

It ſeemetn that Paw thought ofthis laying, when as hee 

ſaid, Toll Chrift be formed im you: If Chirft bee tormed invsas Gal, 4. 
_ Paxl faith, then we are Chriſts mother: eucry one which wil 
haue Chriſt his Sauiour, muſt be Chriſts other, The Virgin 
asked the Angell, how ſhee could beare Chriſt, ſeeing fhee had L1.t.rq. 
not knowne a man,$o you may aske how youcan beare Chriſt 
ſecing be is borne alrcady, 

As there is a ſecond comming of Clirilt, fothcre is a ſe= agg x5. 
cond birth of Chriſt, When wee are borne againe, then'[,«4c,21 
Chriſt is borne againe : the Virgine was his Mother by the ; 
fleſh, and the faithfull are his Mother by the Spirit : The 
holie GhoB concewed bimin her, the hol:e Ghoſt doth con- 
ceiue him in them : he was in her wombe, and he is in their 
hearts : ſhee did beare him, and theydee beare him ; ſhee 
did nurſe him, and they doe nurſe him, This is the ſecond 
birth of Chriſt. As the ſoule of man may bee called, The 
T emple of the bolie Ghoſt whichis the thirdperſon, ſoitmay , ,, 
bee called the wombe of the Soenne, which is the ſecond 
perſon, 

Before theſe words it is ſaid that Chriſt asked , Who are 
»y brethren? as if he ſhould ſay, you thinke that I am afteed 
to my kisſmen as yoo are, Bur Itell you that 1 count then 
my kinſemen,which beare the wordof God and ave it, To ſhew 
that Chrift loueth vs with an cuerlafiing loue : hee ſheweth 
that he doth not loue vs for any temporal things, but for that 
which endureth for cuecr, 

If Chrift loued vsas [ſaacke loued Efan, for veniſon, then Gex,r 5.28 
we might mifle the bleſſing as Eſau did, But as [obs ſaith, 

Hee loveth-in the truth :{o Chriſt leueth in the truth, To Joue 
in the truth, isthe true loue t Euery loue but this, at one 


time or other, hath turned into hatred, but the true loue 
oUcie- 
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oucrcommeth hatred, as the truth euercommeth falſe. 
hoode, 

Now forthis Joue, Chriſt, calles thcm by 3il the names of 
louez his Father, aad his Brethren, and his Si{tcrs, InRom.6, 
they are called his Sergants ; if that be not enough, in Toke 
the fifteentb,they are called hisfriends;it that be not enough, 
in L«kethe foure and twentieth, they are called his brethres : 
If that be not enough, in Aſarke the firſt, they are called bs 
children: if that be not enough, here they be called his Mo: 


_ ther: If that be notenough, in Camticles the fifth, they are 


Gen,gaz,43 


word 1s his will, and thc ctore it 15 called his will, P/al. 119. 


$9 - 


called his Spoxſe : to ſhew that he loueth them with al loves, 
the Mothers lone, the Brothers loue, the Sifters loue, the 
MaReers loue, and the Fricads loue, 

If all theſe loues could bee pur together, yet Chriſts loue 
exceedeth them all ; and the Mother, and the brother, and 
the ſifter,ind the childe,and the kinſman, and the friend, and 
the ſeruant, would not doe and fufter ſo much among them 
all, as Chrifthath done, and ſuftered for vs alone : ſuch a 
loue wee kindle in Chriſt, when we heare bis word, and doc it, 
that wee are as deere vnto him , as all kis kindred toge- 
ther. 

Now as we are his Mother, ſo ſhould we carry him in our 
hearts,2s his mother did in her armes, As we are his brethren, 
ſo we ſhould preferre bim,2s Joſeph did Beniamin, As wee are 
his Spouſe, ſo we ſhould embrace himas ſſaack, did Revec- 
c4, it thou be a kinſman, doe !1ke a knitman, 

Now we coine to the markes of thete kinſmen, which. 
I may call the armes ©fhishouſe: As Chriſt faith, By this all 
men ſhall k:ow my Diſciples,if they lone one ans:ther : lo hee 
ſaich,by this ſhall all men kaow my kinſmen ; if tbey heare the 
word of God, and doit. 

As there isa kindred bythe Fathers fide, and a kindred 
by the Mothers tide, fo there is a kindr.d cf hearts, and a 
kindred of doers, In Mathew it is faid, Hee which heareath 
the will of my Father,and doth it: hore tis (axl ; TTee which 
heareth the wordof God, and dothit : both are one : For his 
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The Affinity ofths Faithfull, 31 
As he ſpake there of doing (+ he fpeakes heere of a cer- 
taine rule, which he c2ll-1!- che war dof God, winereby all mens 
workes muſi be {quared; for it Idoe alithe workxes that T can 
to ſatisfie anothers will, or min2 owne will, it auaileth mee 
nothing with Ged, becauſe I doe it notfor God, Therefore 
he which alwaies bctere followed his owne will, whcn hee 
was fiticken Cowne, and began to repent himſclfe, hee pre» 
ſently cried out, Lord, what wilt thou haue me to dee? As it he 
ſhould ſay, I will doe no more as-men would hzuc me, or as 
the Divell would have mee, or according as the fleſh would 
haue me, but 2s thou wouldeſt haze me. So Daxrd praied, 
Teach me(O Lord) to doe thy will, not my will : for he need 
not to be taught to do his owne will, no more then a Cuckoo 
to ſing cuckoo, her owne name. Euery man can goe to hell 
wichouta guide, | 
Heere is the rule now, if you liue by it, then you are kinne 
to Chrift ; as other kindreds goe by birth and marrige , ſo 
this kindred goeth by faith and obedience, Hearers are bur 
halte kinne, as it were in a farre degree : but they which heare 
and doe, arecalled his mother, which is the neereft kindred 
of ail, Therefore if you haue the deede, then are you kinne 
indeed ; there is no promiſe made to hearers, nor to ſpea- 
kers, nor readers : bur all promiſes are made to belecuers, or 
to doers, 
I'you aske God, who ſhall dwellin thy holy mountaine, 


he faith, The man whichwalketh vprightly: heere are none p(al.ry.2, 


but doers, It you aske Chriſt , who ſhall enter into the 


kinogdome of heauen, hee ſaith, Not they which ery, Lord, Mat,y.32, 


Lord (tbough they cry twice Lord) batthey which doe the 
will of my Father ; hecre arenone but doers, If you aske 
him againe, how yeu may come to Heauen ? hee faith, 
Keepe the ( ommandements : hecre are none but doers : If 


ycu aske him aga'n': who are blefled ? hee ſaith, Bleſſed Luk1s, 


are they that heave the word of God, and doe it: heere are nonc 
tut doers, Ir you aske 20 Angell, whoare bleſſed ? hee 


faith, Bleſſed are they which keepe the words of this Books : xeuel 11.5, 


hecre are none but doers, It you aske David , who 
are 


Afts 9. 


32 The eAffinitic of the Faithfull, 
?/a.106.31 are bleſſed? he faith, The man is bleſſed which keepeth right e- 


onſneſſe: heere are nent but doers, It you asice Salomon, whic 
arc blefled?he faith, That man 15 b1,fed which heepeth the law: 

| heere are none þut doers. If you askn: Efay, whoare bicled ? 
Eſa!.50. 2. he faith, He which deth this rblefſed : lecre are none but do. 
= pag ers, If you aske Iames ,who are blefi:d 7 he foith, The door 
Rom.2, 13. ®f the word « blefſe din his deed: here are none but doers, The 

blefling and dojng runne together, | 

Left: any man ſhould looke ro bee blefled without obedi- . 
ence, Chrift calleth Love the grcatefi commandement : bur 
Salomon calletl Obedience, the end ot all; as though wih- 
out Obedience, a'l were tonoend, 

When © Michabhad got a Leuite into his bouſe; Now 
s Caithhe) [ know the Lord willbee good unto me, ſeemg 1 baus 
* 4 Lenite in my houſe : So, manie thinke, when they haue got- 
tena Preacheriatotheic Pariſh : Now the Lord will dec 
good vnto vs,now Chriſt will loue vs,now we arc good ſons, 
ſecing wee maintainea Preacher among vs, But CMrcah 
was 110t bleſſed for a Leuite, nor you for a Preacher : but as 
you would haue vs to doe as weteach, ſo Gad would haue 
you doe 2s you heate; for you ſhall be no more ſaucd for hea» 
ring, then we arc for ſpeaking. 

When God created the tree, hee commanded ir to bring 
G1. foorth fruite : ſo, when he createth faith, hee commandeth 
Itto bring forth works, and therfore it is called a liuely faith, 
When our Saujour would provuc himſelte to /ohnto be the 
truc M«ffas indeed, he ſaid to his Diſciples, Tell John what 
things you bane heard and ſcene : not onely heard, but ſeene : 
So,it we will proeue our ſelues to be Chriſts Lon indecd, 
wee mult worke that which may bee ſcene as well as hed, 
Ton was not onely called, rhe voice of a erier, but a burn,;ng 
Ma'th,z.z. Lampe, which might be ſcene; ſoall which are crying vor- 
ces,muttbe burning Lampes. 

Lanies doth not lay, Let me heare thy faich, bit, Let we ſce 
thy faith, As the Angles pur one the ſhape of mea, cat eA- 
Gena rs,3, brabans might {ce tnem : lo taith mult put on works,thatrhe 
19135. 16, Willd maylcc it, The works which [ ave (faith Chriit) beare 

witheſ/e 


Indg.17,8, 


Hath,14,4 


Luke.7.22, 


Jam.1.19. 
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XUM 


watweſſe of me : ſo the worke which we doe, ſhould beare wit- 
vefle of vs : Therefore Chriſt linketh fairh and repentance 
together, Repent and belerne the Goſpell,Marke 1, 15. There- 
fore I conclude, That which Chriſt bath 10ined, let no man ſe- 
perate. Mark,10.9. 

Thus I haue ſhewed you Chrift preaching, a great preaſe 
hearing, his friends and hiskinſmen interrupting, and Chriſt 
againc withſtanding 'the interruption : by this you may ſee 
what a ſpite the Diuell hath co hinder enc Sermon : there- 
foreno marvel! though he cauſe ſo mary tobe put rofilence: 
no marucl], chough hee ſtand ſo againſi a learned Miniftery : 
no maruell though ke raiſe vp ſuch flanders vpon Preachers: 
no maruel| though hee write ſo many bookes againſt the 
Chriftian gouernment in the Church :no maruell, . nr he 
make ſo many non-reſidents : no maruell, though he ordaine 
ſo many dutnbe Prieſts : for theſe make him the God of this 
world, the dwell is aftaide that one Sermon will convert vs, 
and we are not moeued with twenty : ſo the divell thinkerh 
becter of vs then weare. 

Againe, by this you may leatne how to withſtand rempra- 
tions : whether it be chy father which tempteth,or thy mo. 
mother which tempteth, or thy brother which tempteth, oc 
thy ſiſter which tempteth, or thy kinſman which tempteth, 
orruler which tempteth, or maſter which tempteth, or wife 
which tempteth, As Chriſt would nor know his Aſorher a- 
gainft his father: ſo thou ſhouldeft not know any father or 
mother, or brother, or ſiſter, or friead,or kinſman, or maſter, 
or child, or wife again God, 

Ifthe mothers ſ.1te may be refuſed ſometime, a Noble. 
mans Letter may be refuſed too: he that can turne his 
hinderance to a fur herance, as our Saviour did'bere, makerh 
vic of cuery thing . Againe, by this you may learne , how 
to chuſe your fricndes , as Chrift counted none his kinſ- 
men, butſuch as hears the wordof God and dee it : (o 
wee thould make none our familiars, but fuchasCurrsrt 
counteth his kinſwen, Agarne, you may ſee the difference 


betweene Chriſt and the world : Chrift calleth the godlie, 
C his 


54 The Affinitie of the Faithfull, 


his kinſemen, be they never ſopoore;and we ſcorne tocall 


the poore our kinſmen, be they neuer ſo hone? ; ſo proud is 
the ſeruant aboue his Maſter, Againe , by this you {ce how 
Chriſt is to be loued : for when he calleth vs his mother, hee 
ſhewes vs the way to loue him as 2 mother; for indeed heis 
the mother of his mother, and his brethren too, Againe, by 
this, ally:nting and boaſting of kindred is cut off, Glury 
nor, i" that thou haſta Gentleman to thy Father, glory not, 
e}:at thou haft a Knight to thy brother, but glories, thar thou 
haſt a Lord to thy brother. He which called eAbraham his 
father, fried in hell, becauſe God was not his father, It Aſary 
might notbe proud of ſuch a Sonne as Chriſt, much l:fle may 
you bragge of auy friend, or ſonne that you haue ; 

Againe, by inis you may know, whether you be kinne to 
Chrift : as chole Prieſts were ſhut out of the Temple which 
could not count their genealoyic from eAaron, ſo they ſhall 
bee ſhut out of heauen , that cannot reckon their pedegree 
from Chriti, Heere are the Armes now, whereby you may 
ſhew,of what houſe you come ; [fyoubeare the word of God 
and doe it : then Chritt faith vnto you, as he ſaid vnto their; 
Theſe are my mother, and my brethren, and my ſiſters : You 
wornen ar? his SiFers, and you men are his Brethren: it you 
be Cirilis Brethren , then are you Gods Sorves, andif you 


' be Gods Sonnes, then are you his herres, tor all Gods Sonnes 


| arecalied heires, Rom. 8, 7, 


lobn 8.4.4. 


3.3amn, 18, 
13, 


Heb,11.19. 


Lafily, by this you m1y know the Duels kinſmen : and 
therstore Chrill ſaith, Tow are of your fatber the Dixell, Shew- 
ig that the divell and the ivicked are as ncerc kin, as Chrift 
and the faithfull, | 

Now a5 Danuid ſaith, Szemeth it a light thing wuto you tobe 
the ſonneof a Kmg. ſceing 1 ama poore man, 41% of ſanll repu- 
tation? Sr: may 1 tay, feemeth ita light thing to you, to bee 
the Spnnes of the King of Kings, ſecing you are poore men, 
and of ſmalireputation ? It is comnted a great honour 19 Ae 
braham, {ſaae, and Taacob, thai God was tot sſhincd to be 
caiicd their God : What an honour then t this that God is 
not ajnamedto becalled our Father ?nay cur Brotiien ? 


If 
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If the Iſraelites had ſuch care to match- with the. ſeruants 
of God, what a bleſſing is this to marry with the Sonne of 

God? Therefore it any affect rich kinſmen, orgreat marria- 
oes: heere is a greater then Sa/omon, marry thou him ; This 
kinſman of ours is now gone yp into heauen, that wee may 
hane a friend in the Courr, 

Toſeph deſired the butler to rewember him, when hee flood Gen.20.14, 
bcforc Pharaoh, and he forgat him though be had pleaſured Gen.40.14. 
him, Burt a the-fe defired Chrift to remember him, when hee 
came imtohis Kingdome, and heexeceined bim jhro Paradiſe 
the ſame day, though be had alwares oftendey : rofſhew that Iu 13.42, 
though we hauec bin as badas thecues, yet we may have hope 
in Chriſt, Therefore, now we may copclude, You have heard 
the word, if you goc away and doeit, then youare the Afe- 

ther, Brethren, and Siſters of the heauenly King : to 

whom with the Fathcr, and the boly Spirit, 
be all praiſe,maieftic,and dominion, 
now and cucrmore, 


eAmen 
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36. 
The Declaration of Henry Smith, to the Lord Indges, how he 
found, and bow he leftRob, Dickons, 


When I came firſtto Mansfield with your Honours pre- 
cept, I found this Reb, Dickors in theſe and like: opinions, 
which he preſumed he weu'd hold vnte death, 


Ee ſaid that he had ſcene three viſions by an Avgel,which 
H ſhewed him ftrange things, promiſed him rare gifts, and 


power [8 COME, 


He ſad that the «Angel called bin Elias whereupon he of | 


firmed that the Propheſie of Malachie remaineth to be fulfilled 
in hiws. 
Hee ſaid that the Angelltoldbim, that he ſhould be a leaper 
two yeeres, and a bondman eight yeeres. 
He anonched, that his Father ſhould be caſt oner ints igno- 
rance, and that all be had ſhould periſh, 
He auouched, that there ſhould be neither battell nor dearth 
in his comntrie for eight yeeres, which is the time of his ſernice, 
Hepretended, that after two yeeres, hit time ſhould come to 
preach, and that then no man ſhould be able to confound bim, 
But before I left him ( as the word of God doth alwaies cxer= 
Ciſe his natarall power ) he pronounced before vs all, Now | am 
conuerted by Scripture : whereupon he requeited me to ſet down 
bu recantation, which be vitered im theſewords, 


The Confeſſion of Robert Dickens, vpon the firfi 


dajcs Examtnation, 


Did belcene my viſions to bes true, before T heard the Scrip. 
tures proue the contrary, and now [ eftceme them but as a de 
lnfion ts atan.Therefore 1 defire tobe ſet to learning, for my 
owne ſaluation, and for the edifying of my brethren, Witneſſes 
Wil.Dabridgecourt Eſquire, Henry Smith, Edwar.]Immins, 
W1l, Whaley, HughPcacc his matter,and a number mor, 
| Robert Dickons, 


Ths(I trafl)he ſpake vnfainedly: And for ſo much as bis de- 
fire tolearne 15 commundable, bis gifts not common to men of 
| by 
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The Eximination, 37 
his degree, as your wiſdeme ſhall better ſee if you talks with hins 


alone, I leane this motion to your Honours good conſideration, 
which can beſt indge how to quench,or how to kindle ſucb ſparks. 
The loft Sheepe is tound, FHoenrie Smith. 


Robert Dickens confeſſhon vpon my ſecond Exanimation, 
wherein he declareth, that hee had no viſions at all, but 
that he coined them, and to what end, 


The matter of the firft Viſion, 

| for = ſee vponV alentines day was eight yeeres, greene leanes, 

which was ſtrange in winter, for which canſe | brought them 
home, and the leenes of the ſame Oake m Summer became red, 
it chanced at the ſame time, to thunder and lighten : after this 
I was viſned,as pleaſed God, for twojeeres, 

The matter of the ſecond viſion, 

Fe: yeeres after I dreamed much hke to the maiter of the 

firſt Viſion, and the ſame night it chancedto lighten.(Yet of 
this I take Godtobe myindge) 1 found a leafe Primed in my 
Chamber next morning, with thoſe ſixe ſentences, ſaning onely 
the firſt line, which leafe, vnleſſe it was loſt out of my fellowes 
bookgs, 1 knownot how it came. 

The matter of the third Viſion, 
Tz is time tweluemontb, I ſaw light in the ſhop alone,wherat 
Iwas aftoniſhed,and imagining with my ſelf what it ſbould 
meane, it came into my head totell my fellowes which came in 
and found me afraide, that I had ſeene an Angell ina flame of 
fire which called me Elias, and bade me write althat I had ſeen 
and beard:bereupon I remembrug my former ſights & dreame, 
thought to maks me ſtrange vntomen, and (o turned all that 
which I had ſcenas if God bad ſhewed me viſions, Here is al the 
maticr and ſumme of my ſuppoſed viſions. To this Confeſcion I 
take God for my Indge,as 1 ſhal be ſaned inthe latter day: but to 
the other I neuerſwore,though I were nexer ſooften exammed, 
Robert Dickons, 
Vpon this hee yeelded vp ail his Bookes into my hands, 


which] have, and keepe ; and now he hath nothing toſhew 


for that falſe title. Henrie Smith. 
C23 The 


Mat.14. 


loba 10, 


lobn $. 
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1. IOHN 4.1, 
Prone the ſpirits, whether they are of God, or 10, 


9) Þ ſcntrts Chriltt, eArt thou hee that commerh, 
A or looke we for another? So ſend I vnto him 
” which calleth himſelfe £/ja4 , Art thou hee 
{ which was prophehied, oris lie come alrea. 
SEE dic?But wil Elas an{were as wel for himſelf, 
as Chrift proued his authority to John ? Goe your way and 
bring word againeto /ohn what things yee haucſecne and 
heard, he w that the blind ſee againe, the l.-me goc, the lea- 
pers are clenſed, the deafe heare, the dead riſe, the poore re- 
ceive my Goſpell. Theſe tokens the Lord vſed for an an- 
ſwere, becauſe he would net that men ſhould indanger their 
ſaluation ,to belecue eucric man that calleth himſelte Chriſt, 
or Elias,or a Prophet, yulcfl: he bring the teſtimonie of the 
hole Ghoſt in fulnefle of power : therefore hee requireth 
himſelfe, if I do not the works that no man doth, beleeue mic 


' not. Therefore he ſath againe, The works that I doe beare 


witneſle of mee, that the Father hathſent mee : therefore it is 
written, Allchat heard him, were aſtonied at his vnder{tan- 
ding and anſwers : therefore the ſeruants came backe : and 
could not bring him, but told the Phatiſes how their hearts 
wereliricken, No man ever ſpake asthis man ſpeaketh, Ther- 
foreitis wruten of Stephen, They could not refift his wiſdome 
and the ſpirit by which he ſpake : therefore the Diſciples 


would . 
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would not receive Paw before Barnabas gaue witneſſe of 4: 9. 
him : Therefore all the Prophets propheſied of Chriſts come. 4 3-14, 
wing, that when he came we ſhould know him, and receiue 
our {aluation:therefore Chriſt hath foretold vs all the tokens 
of his ſecond comming,and all che fignes which ſh: oe be- 
fore his day of tudgem- nt: and as he had left nothing our, he 
faith in a full conclaſion, take heed, I-t no man decewe you, Mark.r3, 
Ihaue ſhewed you all things before, But what hath Elias 33+ 
dane?or what bath Elias (poken?or whe cannet diſpute with 
Elias? or who gineth witnes of Elrafor who hath prophefied 
ot Elias ? or who hath rece;ued E/ias? or who beth ſaid, of a 
trath, this is a Prophet? O how neceſſicie had it beene , that 10hn,7. 40. 
Chriſt amongſt al other cokens,of his comming,ſhould eſpe. 
cially haue noted vnto vs that E{:4 that great Prophet, that _ 
(eric ,that trumper,thar d:froter,that Noab,thaiLorgthat ſol- 
icr of the Lord, that Son of righreouſnefle, that man which 
no man ſhal accuſe of fin, it there had been any ſuch to come ? 
ſure we would haue reſpeted more that fign, then al the reft, 
But ſo it is that Chrilt bath forewarned vs of many falſe Pro. Har, 13.6, 
phers,but of any one ſingular Prophet of God, he hath not in 
all bis tokens onec remembred, Alas,E/14s, where waſt thou 
that the Lord did ſo forget thee ? hath the Lord reucaled all 
tokens vnto vs,& yet wilt thou be a token above number?He 
that cometh in without his wedding garment,ſhall be thruft Matth.z2, 
our,& ſhame ſhallcome vpon him which is without ſhame. 
Is it enough for our belicſe, to ſay, chat an Angell calied 
thee Elras? $a:han is transformed into an Angell of light; 
Search the Scriptures,ſairh Chriſt,thoſe be they which reflifie 1,44 5.39, 
of me, Will it excuſe Adam, to ſay, the woman deceiued me ? 
be not deceiued {aith Chritt: if an Angell trom heauen teach Gata.1,8, 
you any other doftrine then this, belceue himnct : he whom 
God hath ſent, ſpeakeththe words of God, If ye continue in Jobn 
my word, then are you my very diſciples: he which hath the 1,6; kg 
fc of prophelic, let him hauc it according to the faith, You _ 
ſay, we are 1ntrue religion: if thou wert Ehas,thou wouldett *933- 
let vs ſo contiaue, Why are wee in the truereligion? becauſe 
we truely belecue the Scriptures: but the Scriptures ſo plain- 
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lie, ſo often, ſo vehemently point vnto vs, that Elias is come 


Acts 9.5+ 


Malth, 17, 


Matth. 11. 


Marke 3. 
Ha4t.14.10 


Lnke,l.17. 


Rom.1l2, 


10133 9. 23+ 
Matlh, 17. 
Matth9, 


already, that now we cannot belecue him that calleth him 
{elfe Elrasvnlefle we falfifie the word of God, You therefore 
which ſay we ftand in the true faith, and yet would inueigle 
vs from the faith which we doe hold, to belecue contrarie to 
his infallible word, haue a ſecret meaning to call vs to one 
hcreſic after another, which hee may eafily doc, wholocuer 
can prooue the Sonne of man a lier,and goe vnder the name 
of Elias,It is hard tor thee to kicke againſt the pri. ke.Reade, 


ſee, and bchold, how the Spirit conſents againft thee : 1 ſay, 
voto youthat Efas is come already, andthey knew him not, | 


but haue done to him whatſocuer they lifted. 

All the Prophets and the Law it ſelfe prophlicficd voto 
Tehn;andif yee will recciue it, this is Ehas which was for to 
come: hee that hath cares to heare, let him heare, Elias, veti- 
lie when hee commeth, firftreftorech all things, but I ſay vn- 
toyou, Elias is come, andthey haue done ynto him what 


they would, as itis written of hirh : /ohn ſhall go before him 


inthe ſpiritand power of Elias, to turne the hearts of the fa. 
thers to their children, What ſay youto all theſe which beare 
witaeſſe againſtyou? Doe all the Euangelifls ſpeake in Pa- 
rables? was not Elias come, becauſe they knew him not ? 
If the Scribes and Pharifies had taken John for Elias, then 
would you haue ſaid the cauſc is plaine : for all men belecue 
that Elias is come, But now the Scribes knew him not : 
thongh Chriſt ſay, hee is come, yet you will not know him: 
whar is this butto confeſſe the Scribes, and denie Chriſt? 
You therefore which ſpeake not the wordes of Ged, are not 
ſent of God : you which continue not in his ſaying, are not 
his Diſciple, you which prophefie not accoding to the faith, 
have not the right gift of Propheſie, This is the ſcntence of 
truth, vnder which if Elias fall, allthetfaſe Prophets canncrt 
r2ile jm vp againe, 

Now ſhew thy teſtimony Elias, thou art of age, an- 
{were for thy ſelfre, How many Eliaſer will you make? or 
of what E7ras did Chriſt {peake ? his Diſciples vnderfiood 
bim of /obn, for vato him the [ewes had done what they 

would 
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would? or what Ehas was to befu!filled ? not hee that was 
propheſied? or what Ehas did the Seribes thinke ſhould firſt 
come, before the Sonne of man ſhould riſe from the dead ? 
or to what propheſie did they lean *, wh y they ſhould looke 
for Ehas ? did they not ſtand vpon the prophefic of CMala- 
chy? Yeano queſtion, for they had no other to truft vato z 
but Chrift made anſwere to his Diſciples, that Elias which 
the Scribes looked for, was come already : theretore the E. 
Lias of Malachie was come already : for they knew no other 
but off Malachie :and the Apoſtles asked him in their mea- 
ning, to giue anſwer vntorhe Scribes, If Chrifl ſay, Elias is Mat.r7.10 
come alreacie, doth he not meane that Elras which was pro- 
phefied and expected, is come already, that the Scripture y,,... 
might be found true? No truth can ſay that he meant any 0- as much 
ther: then if E/i4s which was propheficd, be come aJreadie, reaſon for 
how canſt thou bee he which was prophefied? The Apoſtles £(#45,as the 
faid, the Scribes looke for Elias; Chriſt ſaid, Elias is come —— | 
alreadie : isnot this as much as if he had ſaid, Let them looke ©þ,;ﬆ cat 
for him no more, for he that is come ſhall not come againe : led for £- 
if we were now to looke for another: he that comes not in at /ias, when 
the dore, is not the right ſhepheard , and you are as worthy he ſaid,E/7, 
to be welcome, as he which comes before he be bidden : but —_— 
if you had done wiſely, you would haue come before Chrift, p/41,18.39. 
ere he had broched theſe things to the people, then if you 10þa.10. 
had made this tale, and framed your matters cunningly, per- 
haps ſome credulus perſon would have ſaid : This maybee , 
Elias. If Chriſt had not come when Chriſt came, then Saint Le 
Patricke had been Chriſt, Can you not be content to thinke 
as the Apoſilesdid ? Sureir is, they knew not that any E- 
lias ſhould riſe in thoſe daies, but accounted the Prophefie 
of £Malachie fulfilled, when they heard Cnriſt gue ſentence 
thereof, and they all in one ſpirit vaderflood tim of JTobn, 
Furthermore, all the Prophets propheſied to Tohn, but after 
Tobn we reade ofno Prophet, bur the Minifters of the Lord, 
So that if you will interpreta Prophert,as they were in the old 
Jaw,by this ſemtence, you cannot be a Propher, but if you ſay, 
that place of Matthew is not ſo to bee vaderfiood, then you 

| muſt 


Mala.4.5., 


Mat.17.19 
atk.1l, 
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muſt needs conſtrue it thus : thatall the Prophets propheſied 
to /obn, that is, thatall, which any of the Prophets ſaid to E- 
l1as, they propheficed in meaning to /obn, and ſo Malachies 
prophefic is tulfilled in /ob», Thus Mathew confiructh hime 
ſelfe in the next verle, {aying, This /ohn, ro whom the Pros 
phets propheſied, is the Elias which wasto come, 
You grant that /obn had the ſpirit, the power and cfhce 
of Elias, and that hee did fulfill his dutie : tland theie, for in 
this point L»kes wordes doe agree with the words of CMae 
lachie. Now demandI of you, whether names be anything 
with God , and whether the Spirit prophefied a Prophet, 
whether he propheſied the name,or the Office & the power? 
Chriſt had faith, they which doe the works of Abraham, are 
children of eAbraham, and none but they, So when Mala. 
ehieprophelied, that Elias ſhould come, be meant nat that 
Elias which was taken vp in a firie Chariot, ſhould deſcend 
againe, but that one ſhould come in the {pirit and power of 
Elias, as Luke interpreteth the Prophet, taying, He ſhall goe 
betore him in the ſpirit and power of E/ias. The prophchie 
is fulfilled, when the thing Propheſied 15 come to paſle, and 
that is done which was ſpoken, Hee is not a Prophet that 
beares the name of a Prophet, bur he that baththe ſpirit and 
power, and doth the office ofa Prophet. But if your name 
be Elias, why were you not ſocalled from your birth ?if you 
be Elias at all, you are Elias as well at one time as at another, 
Liel?. Elizabethcould not chuſe but call her ſonne Tohn, IMarie 
was warned betore ſhe was deliuered, tc call her truit /eſws, 
Your Angellipeakes tonone but to your ſclte, Mikes God 
Prophets in tuch tecree ? The bohe Ghoſt lighteth vypon 
Chriſtin the likenefle of a Doue, that /ohn might ſce and 
47 beare witneſſe : Part was firicken downe tothe ground in 
as 9. - | is 
tohn,tz, the fight of al his companions: 2 voice came troin ht aver that 
the people heard, and Ielus anſwered, This voice came not 
beczul. of me, but for your ſakes : but of this Angell I may 
'obm1, fay, he which intendeth euill hatera light, But [oz {aid,l am 
not Elzas : he ſaid well, for Ehas was taken vp into beauen, 
and nothing was prophehied to come againe, but one in che 


fpirir 


Light 17, 


Iobx $. 


Luke Zo. 
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ſpirit and power of Elias, (asT have proued before) and this 
was /obn, but he would not call himſelfe £1as, nor ſay hee 
came inthe ſpirit and power of E/ias, though God had giuen 
him both his ſpiritand power, This was /obns modeflie, to 
humble himſelfe, as Chril} aduanced bim: fo hee laid, I am 
not a Prophet, and yer he wasa Propher, and more then a 


Prophet. Thou childe((aith his Father)ſhalt be called a Pro- Lket, 


phet of the highct, So little /oh» reſpected the name of El;. 
45,0r of a Prophet. But are the Prophers of the o!dTeflamenc 
orthe Prophet of the new Teftament to bee fulfilled in our 
daies? Ithought the Prophets had determinedabout Chrift, 


and that Chriſt had prophekied of vs: thus S.Panlcaught the Heb.1i. 


Hebrews before Elias came:ho?d fafi Elas,for if this be true, 
thy kiagdome is but ſhore, But I come neerer ynto you, doe 
you belceuc as S. [ohy, as a Prophet, or asan Apoſile ? then 


ou can ſhew mee your faith by-your workes, Theſe tokens Mark,1s. 


faich Chriſt, ſhall follow them that beleeue : chey ſhall ca 
outdivels in my name, they ſhailſpeake with tongues, they 
ſþall drive away Serpents : if they drinke poiſon it ſhall not 
hurt them, and they ſhall heale the ficke, by laying on their 
hands, If you cannot doe all theſe, or none of theſe , then] 


may beleeue as wel) as Elias : ſhall he that is full of the holy Luke r. x5. 


Ghoſt be vnable to yeeld one token of faich ? bold fall El5as; 
But whether you be a true Prophet or a falſe, yet you ſhall 
haue no power tocaft out Diuels, for the falſe Prophets ſhall 


come vnto mee (faith Cnrift) and ſhall ſay, we hawe caft out Mat 7.32, 


Ciuels in thy name, But if thou be but a perifogger,and haue 
no cunning, but ſet a face on things,then take heed how you 
adiure theſe ſpirits, leſt they turne vpon you againe, and ſay, 
IceſusI know,and Elias I know,but who arc thou? Truly Elras 
make a count of this, that whomſoeuer thou ſcrueft, the fame 
ſhall pay to thee thy wages. Yer 3 little neerer to you:yon ask 

our brother,as Tread in apeece of a letter, vnder your name 
if I be a falle P/opher, what falſe dotrine havel taught ? in- 
deed if you were the Prophet of God, the holy Ghoſt ſhould 


ſpeake within yov, and the ſpiritof truth ſhould-ileade you 10" 16. 
incoall truth, as it iswritten, And if you had the ſpirit of Like 1, 


Tobn - 
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1.King. 22, John, 2s John had of Ehas, then you ſhould be full of the ho. 


I 4+ 


Jobn 5. 


» 7 P 
*.Tbeſ-2.3- is this that (hall deftroy all things: Anticaoriftis called the ſon - 
of 


lie Ghoſt from your mothers wembe, The Prophet of God 
cannot ſpeake but that God purs in his mouth ; but youerre 
and that againſt God, and againſt his word, and yet you aske 
whac falſe doQrine have I caught? Firſt, you call your ſelfe 
Elias, to which now I ſay noe more, butſ:tyouthe enſam- 
ple of Chriſt, which you ſhould follow, ItI beare wi neſſe of 
my ſelfe, my witneſle is not true, You preſume furiher, that 
Chriſt deſcended into hell both in ſoule 8nd bodice : which 
is ſo abſurd, that neither,either Pcocefiant or Heretike,auou- 


ched: the Creed faith plainely, his bodie was buried, and if 


in this Article we doe not belecue truly, how ſay you that we _ 


arein the true religion, which are not yet come to the know. 


ledge of our ſaluation ? You auouch ſifliethat the Patriarks 
| before Chriſt remained in hell ; where was no darkenefle but 


light; Itand not to refell abſurdities, I ratker looke for your 
proofe, then you to expe my confutation ; ſome have ſaid, 
in Abrabams boſome, ſome in Limbo Patrum , lome in hez- 


' uen, and ſome in hell, but ſhew me Scripture,or one Door, 


or true profeſlor fince the world beganne, which cuer ſaid as 
Elias faith. Did the Angelltell you this ? aske him when 
you talke with him againe, where this dilicate hell is, and 
to what purpoſe it ſerueth, fince Chrift ferched his Patri- 
arkes forthofit, Youſay that Chrifl knew allthings ſaving 
the day of the reſurrcRion + which will not fand with .his 
humanitie,for ſo he knew not all rhingsz nor with his Deity, 
for ſo he knew the day of relurreion,and all things elſe, In 
this point you ouer-ſhoote your ſelfe for want of learning 
to diſtinguiſh of the two natures in Chrift, whereby Iper- 
eciue there is nothing in you, bur that which is of praCtiſe, 
and you know no moreWer” you have learned at Schoole, 
You peruert the words of JH atthew 17.He faith Eras ſhall 
firſt come andreflore all t :1ngs : you lay, Elras (hall come 
andceliroyallthings, and ſo vpon a falle foundation you 
ground a bufie argument to no purpoſe. Shall this bee your 

roceedings to falfifie the truth to prouea lie? what doCtrine 
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of perdition, becauſe hee defiroieth other, and ſhall bee de. 

ſiroied himſelfe, My power faith Pawl, is to edification, not 

to deftruQion : confirue thy words wiſely, for if the fheepe G41, i.10, 

heare his voice, they will thinke that the Wolfe comes ra« 

ther then the true Shepheard, Did /obn thy office, and did 

he not defiroy? Had /obn thy power, and could he nor de- 

firoy? Ia this word all thy doQtine is manifefl: if Matthew Lh.r.1 7, 

ſay deftroy, then £/:4s doAtiine ſhall land for truth : but if 

MHMatthew ſay (Reftore) then Elias ſhall bee content to goe 

for a falſe Praphet, becauſe thou haſt change) the truch: into 

alice, You propheſic that your Father ſhall bee caſt onerints 

ignorance, and all that he hath ſhall periſh >? Now Eltas ex- 6 

pounds how he meanech to defiroy, and firfit hee beginneth 

with his Father : O miſerable childe for whom his Father is 

accurſed : was ſohn Baptiſts Father caſt ouer into ignorance ? 

was Mary accurſed ? did their cattell periſh? No,thou ſhale 

haue ioy and gladacfle, ſaith Gabriel to Zacharias: Eliza- 

beth was filled with the holy Gholt, ſaith Lake, "Bleſſed arc 

thou among women, ſfaich the Angell, Is it true Elias ? this #7 

will goc hard on thy (ide, You would beare men in hand, that 

neuer plague, nor dearth, norearchquake, nor waters ſhall 

rouch your Countrie, ſo long 2s you continue amongſt them, 

This is more then ever was granted Chriſt : what ſhall wee 

thinke? they promiſe liberty, ſaith Peter,and they themſelues 

are bond ſeruants, Ah Lord God, (faith ſeremy) behold the Terar4, 13. 

Prophets ſay vn-o then, ye ſhall nor ſee the ſword, neicher 
_ ſhallfamine come vpon you,but I will giue you aſſured peace 

inthisplace, Then the Lo:d ſaid vnto him, they prophelie 

hes in myname, I hauc not ſent them, I ſpeake not to them, 

but they propheſie vyt> you a falſe vifion , a diuination, a 

yanity, adeceitfu'neſſc oftbeir @wne heart, and they them- 

ſelues ſhall periſh by the plagues, from which they ex mpr 

their Countrie, without my commandement, You auouch 

that religion is mo? hncerelic profeſied and threughlic pur- 

ocd from ceremonies in England : Now I would that Elras 

were not 8 falſe Prophet, But heere I defcrie, that Elias the 


Prophet knoweth net what is done beyond ſcas, No Elias, 
Geneua 
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Aft 12. 


46 The bft Sheep is found. 


Genena is no! tolearne of Eneland, I would all the wile. 
dome of Elias could moue England to learne of her fifter 
Genexa,then ſhould wee haue more Religion, andlefle cere= 
monics, TR 

You pretend that Cal4in was a good man, and yet in your 


Article of Chriſts deſcent, you make him a plaine repro- 


bare, for be neue: belecued as Elas cloth. You terme your 
three approbations, viſions, and yet you doe ſay they were 


true; wherein you will beguile you ſelfe , becauſe you goe - 


further then your knowledge : you know not what a viſion 
meaneth : but readce, and you ſhall finde that viſions are 
falſe, Thongh El;as make a mingle mangle of truthes, and 


 leemingstogerher, as though you could dreame and bee a- 


2,C0r.1t. 
11 
Tohn 14, 


2.C0r.12.6 
I'S 


Mat.16 20 


1.Cor,1 k , 
18, 


wake : cither all mu} bee a viſion, or part of a vilion, all 
truth, ornotruth, You ſay, your ſoule wasraken from your 
bodic, indeede Saint Par du finor fayſo, left any man 
ſhould chinke of him aboue that which hee did fee him to 
bee, and that hee heard of him : bur Elias had neede ſpeake 
for himiſcife, for no man will ſpeake for him, But Chriſt ſaith, 
the word which I ſpeake is not mine, but the Fathers which 
ſent me, Marke the firong r:aſons of our new Propher, 
hee proves noc as we doe, by Scriptum eft, but doth ſpeake 
as one that hath ſome authoritie, /pſe drart: for how 
would you-haue him proue elſe that hee wa.ked vpon the 
cloudes, and that the roofc opcned tolct foorth a foule? I 
feare his time is not yet come to prooue this by Scrmptum eff, 
But what ſaith Paw! ? Say I theſe things of my iclic ? faith 
not the Jaw che ſame alſo? This geere will nor hold , Ehas, 
you did not looke well at the knitting , how thele things 
would agree, 

Pan! tefraineth to gloricof himſelfe, becauſe men ſhou!d 
not account him adoue that which they ſaw 17 hun :; Elias 
boaſtech himſe]te of lecret viſions, becauſe hoe wouid that 
men ſhould account of him aboue that which they fee 1n him 
to be, Chriſt would not be known before his tine, Elras will 
be a Prophet before he can propheſie, Be yee fullowers of me 
ſath Paul,and looke on them that waikelo , as yec wm $ 

or 
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for an example: therefore faſhion thy ſelfe to Paml,and we 
wil looke on thee ; for he that commendeth himſelfe is not 
allowed, but he whom the Lord commendeth, Is this man 
likely to haue revelations, which cannot reueale 8ny more 
yato vs then we know? God did beare witnefle vnto the doe 
Ctrine of the Apollles, with (ignes and wonders,diuers mira- 
cles and gifts of the holy Ghoti. Is £has alſo among the A- 
poſtles? Well, hee is the I:alt of the Apoliles, wee will nor 
looke for wonders, we will craue but truth, 

The Prophet which ſpeaketh a word which I haue not 
ſpoken, ſhall die: and ifthou thinke in thy heart , how ſhall 
we know the word which the Lord hath not ſpoken ? marke 
if the thing be not,nor come to paſle,then the Lord hath not 
ſpoken, but pretumption, 

Is itcame to paſſe that the word of Matthew, Reſtore, is 
turned to defiroy? Is it come to paſle,that England is before 
Genena in lincere profeſſion? we ſce(alas) it is not ſo: there. 
fore wee know the Lord hathnot ſpoken to this man, bur 
hee ſpeakethof himſelfe, therefore thou ſhaltnot bee atraide 
of him, faith God, You were licke as nature inclined , and 
you ſay that the Angel prophefied you ſhould bee a Leaper : 
you were bound prentize as others bee, and you lay the 
Angellpropheficd you ſhould bee a bond-man : your Coun- 
trie hath done well, as trany moe 3 And you lay the An- 
ocll prophetied it ſhould fare well tor your lake, This 1s to 
prophehie of the weather, whea the time is paſt, Who can- 
not have enough of ſuch Angels, if men would belecue 
them? yer Hanno wrought with more creditthcn this, hee 
taught birdsto fing, Hamois a God, and when as they 
had learned their lefſon, bee lets them flic in the ayre, and 
wheretocurrthey came, they cried, Hannois a God, This 
had tome miracle in ;t, but Elias will tace vs out with a card 
of tenne, | 

This is but 2 young dice'l, You aſhrme, that at the de= 
fire of the proude, El:as is beheaded 7: this 1s Prophette 
call iadeede, it paſſeth my vaderflanding. . The Sprite of 


truth ſpeaketh plaiacly to edifice ia truth, and giueth vit- 
det= 


Heb.2, 


pcut.13.40 


3 


32.Pet. 
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Pal, 8g. 
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derſianding tothe fhmple, but the fpirit of Sathan leaueth 
mens mindes, ro confirue his ſaying as rhey liſt, that ynder 
ambiguous words he might ſow erroneous opinions, &cen- 
tention among men, Theſe are the Wels without water, or 
thoſe which be fo deepe that men can draw no water out of 
them, This ſentence cannot bee verified, vnlefle you rake 
Tohn, Elias : and ſo we recciuc your ſubmittimns : ſee how 
Satan ſhall betaken in his owne ſnares. you demand conft- 
dently, ifI bea falſe Prophet, what cuill ever haue 1 done? 
or, where is the perſon thatcan accuſe mee of {inne? Chriſt 
might very well ſay ſo, which had power and raigned ouer 
fiane : but Ehas is a man ſubic@ro infirmities, as we are, ſo 
ſaith [ayes : But was there any Prophet or Apofile whom 
man could not accule of finne? O Salomon, thou waſt not 
the wiſefi man, if a child be wiſer then thou, O Daxid, thou 
waſt not a man after Gods owne heart , if thy heart were not 
as pure, and thy life as holy as a ſimple Prentiſcs, If no man 
rebukethee of finne, thou hafi no faithfull friend, if no man 
could accoſe thee before, nowlI accuſe thee of Hhnne, thou 
haſt made thy ſelfe wiſer then the wiſeſi, and thou baſt ſaid, 
I am purer then hee which is a man after Gods owne hearr, 
Woe bee vnto that holinefle which leadeth in hypocrifie vn- 
rodamnation, Indeed I heare well of your cenuerſation to- 
wards allmen, andT am heartily ſorrie, that ſuch a good 
life ſhould 1mpart credit voto a falſe doArine : Iloment that 
the wiſdome of the fleſh ſhould bee readier to godly workes 
then the wiſdome of the ſpirit, Ie may pittic a good heart thar 
a bodie ſo well mortified from finne , ſhould not have x ſpi- 
rit fitted vnto.it, But what doe you thinke of theſe falſe 


Prophets? fhollthey not make a ſhew of godlinefle ? ſhall 


they not ſet forth a kinde of good works, (as the Papiſts doe 
to merit heauen ? ) yea no doubt, elle Chriſt would never 
have {aid, They ſhall beable (ifit were poſsible) to ſedvce 
the cleR. Sxtan himſelfe is transformed into an Angell of 
light, therefore it is no great thing if his Miniflers b< tranſ- 
formed into the Miniſters of righteouſneſſe, The daniell 
cried after Pauland Barnabas, Thelc men are the _—_—_ 
© 
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of the moſt high God, which ſhew vnto vs the way offalua. 
tion, and yet ſhee had a foule ſpirit ; [ndas kiſſed, and yethe 
betraied; Pi/atowaſhed his hands, and yet hee was guilty: 
Sathan alleadged Scripture, and yet he was but a diuel : ſome 
preach Chriſt of enuic and ſtrife, and ſome of good will, faith 
P anal. Tt the falſe Prophets riſe notin theſe daies, when ſhall 
they come? if they confefle not many truthes, how ſhal their 
lies be credited? If they make not a ſhew of good workes, 
how ſhall chey be held for Prophets? Whatſocuer thou arr, 
Elias; the falſe Prophets ſhall come dailic,they ſhall come in 
ſhceps cloathing, andthey ſhall call chemſelues great men: 
and they ſhallſpeak Rirange words, & they ſhall wotke won. 
derfull things, and they ſhall ſecme holy amongſt men, and 
ſhall deceive many, but the end ſhall trie them. Iwdas receie 
uedthirtie pecces, but after hee calt them downe : Thou 
maieſt winne glory amongſt ſome, but when deſperation ſhal 
ſee from whence his torments came, then they ſhall crie, Wo 
ynto that Prophet, Woe vynto that Prophet, Cafl downe 
thoſe thirtie peeces,if thou be nota childe of perdition as [#- 
das wasg'calidowne thy falſe name, caft downe all which 
thou hopeſita gaine by that curſed ſpirit : doeft thou not 
know that hes a lyer? what doſt thou looke for at his hand? 


Phil, v.15. 


build againe the things that thou halt deſtroyed, then Sanl Gal2.18, 


ſhall be called Pax, If it bee ſuch a glory to bee a falſe Pro- 
pher, why docftchou call thy ſelfe a true Prophet,and detraRt 
fromchy praiſe, ? ifrhou haue not thy reward heere, where 
wiltthou call forit ? is the Dragon become fo familiar ? is 
hell fire become ſo tollerable, that any man ſhould looke for 
ceaſe with the devuill,and make his paſtime to leade a number 


after him into hell? Trueclie Elras, thou canſt not ſeducethe 10bz 19, 


Ele, for their names are written in the booke of life, and 
the Lord hath promiſed, no man ſhall plucke them out of 
my bands, Alas, wiltthoulooſe thy ſelte, tolooſe thoſe 
that are the children of perdition already ? This is a firong 
deluſion : yet alittle neerer to thee, and if thou canſi ſuffer 
mee, cuen to thy heart 3 thou art E/4as,and thou muſipreach 


wilt thou teach a new doctrine? accurſed be that man: _ 
thou 


Gal.1., 
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\ thou teach the truth ?chou ſaieft we know that already : bur 
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yet thou wilt Jabour with vs,and preach together,'Ic is ſpo- 
ken like a friend, why thencanſt thounot joine thy ſclfe with 
the diſciples ? Why doth not the ſpirit put into their harts ts 
receive thee? If God had ſent thee to vs,no doubt he would 
haue ſent vs to thee, that as many as bee eleed might be- 
lecue ;for ſo did the Jewes when Peter came: and ſodid the 
Gentiles where Pau{preached:8& as the Angel warned Peter 


to come, ſo hee warned Corwelixs to ſend, Surely the Lord 


will doe nothing, but he reucileth his ſecrets ro his ſervants 
and Prophers. Amongſt the people, ſome ſaid hee is Elias, 
ſome /ohn Baptiſt, ſome a Prophet ; but the Diſciples had 
him ſtraite before he told them, Thou art the ſunne of the 
living God, For the ſpirits of the Prophets are ſubic&co the 
Prophets : ſo ſaith Paul which had the ſpiritef God : my 
ſheepe know my voice(ſaith Chrifi)bur a ſtranger they will 
not follow, What Prophet is he that the ſpirit brookethnor, 
and the ele doc not belceve? It is I, ſaith Elras, and none 
elſe : God grant that neuer falſe Prophet finde more credir. 
But you pretend your time is not yet come, &c, Nay, Eli- 
as, yo"rtime is paſt, you were filled with the holy Ghoſt 
from your mothers wombe, and doe yee not yet beleeue, or 
is not your time yet come wherein men ſhall belecue you ? 
Why then doc you ſpeake for credit before your time ? or 
why dos you bidde vs beleeve you ? I am wearie of theſe 
tale-,and have beenetoolovg in reprouing that ſpirit, which 
I eruf}no brother will belecue, Maike therefore , you ſhall 
heare in a word, all which I haye ſpoken : you which beare 
witnefle of your felfe, which have done nothing-wouderfu], 
v. hich ſpeske like other men, which cannot anſwere in dil- 
putation, of whom no D:ſ{cip!e bearcth witnefſe, of whom 
no Prophet hath prophelicd, whomno B:other hath recci- 
ved, which arc not in the number of all. the tokens ; which 
come without your wedding garment, which prophefie not 
according to thefaith, which lcad vs from our belicſe, which 
make the Sonne of man a lier, which conſirue the fumplici« 
:1c ofthe Apofiles, in parables and figures, which confeſs 
the 
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the Scribes, and denic Chrift, which preſume Chriſt did not 

reſpe& the propheſie, which come before you bee bidden, 

which come in at the wrong dore, which come co prophelie 

when the Prophets are gone, which thinke not as the Apo- 

files did, which yncerfland not Chriſt as his Diſciples, which 

make the ſpirit prophefie names, which were not called Elias 
fromyour birth, whoſe Angell ſpcakes to none but your pn 
ſelfe, which claime your calling from the proPhe fie of the old 
Teſtament fulfilled before Chriſt, which haue not the tokens 

which follow them that beleeve , which come to deſiroie, 
wholefather is accuried, which priuiledge your countrey 8- 

boue all the promiſes that were granted co Chriſt , which 

teach falſe dorine, which peruert the Text of the Scripture, 

which prophelie of things when they are paft, which ſpeake 

darkely to diners ſenſes, which caſt your {elfe in your owne 

ſayings, which proclaime who can accuſe me of finne ;. which 

glory of your ſclfe aboue that which al men ſee in you, which 

will be wiſer then the wiſcf}, and more righteous then hee 

which is a choſen man after Gods owne hearr, which riſe in 

theſe ſuſpicious daies, which make a ſhew of holincſſe, which 

confeſſe truths to infer lies, wbich cannot joine your ſelfe to 

the Diſciples : What, are you a true Prophet or a falle?if theſe 

be the mai ks of a true Propher,how ſkal we trie the ſpirits of 

Satan? Our religion taketh theſe for the marks of a falſe Pro- 

phet, Elias ſaith, we belecu the eruth:therfore he which takes 

Elias with all theſe markes for a true Prophet, by Elias 6wne. 
ſentence,is in a wrong beliefe:let vs therefore keepe the pro- 

feſſion of our hope without waucriog, for he is faithfull that xeb.1 o,23 
promiſed, Bee net ſuddenly moucd from your minde, nor 2-Theſ.2.3, 
eroubled, neither by ſpirit, neither by word,neither by letter, ,,,, | 
as it were from ys. Ifa dreamer or Prophet riſe amongſt you, * my 
and giue you a figne or wonder, and the ſame ligne come to 

paſſe, and he notwith(ianding ſay, let vs goe another way:ye 

ſha!l not hearken vato his words, for the Lord proueth you 

to know whether you loue him with all your heart, The 

Prophet, at whom /eroboarſtretched out his band, was char- 


oedby word from heauen, neither to cate, nor drinke, nor 1.King, 13, 
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turne againe the ſame way he came; but ashee' was gone, a 
man of Bethel overtooke him and ſaid : Tama Prophet alſo 
as thou art, and an Angell ſp2zk: voto me bring him againe 
to thy houſe, and let him cate anddrinke with thee, but hee 
lyed vato him, yet he went with him, and did eate : but as 
they ſate at the table, the Lord ſpake, to the man of B-rhel, 
becauſe thou haſt not done as the Lord commanded thee, 
but turned againe and eaten, thou ſhalt net come home to 


be buried with thy Fathers, And as he was gone, a Lyon mct | 


him by the way, and ſlew him, God ſpake once to Balzam, 
but Balaam belought God to ſpeake vnts him agiine, and 
ſothe fooliſh Prophet was rebuked of his Aﬀe, becauſe hee 
tempted God to alter his commandement. How long looke 
we after deccitfull fhgnes Þ how long hault wee berweene 
two opinions ? If the Apoſtles ſpake the truth beleene them, 
if Elias ſpake the truth , heare him: a Pcentiſe in Mansfield 
calleth himſelf £ 5s: but Thomas wil not belecue, haw ſhall 
Thomas be made to beleeuef Put tothy hand Thomas , and 
fecle my wound , So ſhew me thy teflimony Elias, let me 
feele your heart, let me ſee your workes, let mee heare your 
faith, your wiſdome, your knowledge, and what you can 
forctel|ro come : If you will not come to this reckoning, 
then I ſay no more, but warne all men to beware, If I had 
not knowne the truth, I would haue thought this man had 


f-oken trwh, 


Profv3« 25 


God is my witneſſe, I hane ſuffered the ſpirit to ſpeake 
vnto thee, becauſe I ſecke thy converfion, but if thou wilr 
not returne, while mercy is ready, I bring thee ſorrowfull tie 
dings, when Satan ſhall not helpe thee, the racke muſt prove 
this doctrine : wilt thou heape God and the Diuell, and man 
ypon thee allat once? O wretched creature and miſerable 
Prophet, who is able to ſuſtaine? My ſonne (ſaith Salomen) 
if thy heart be wiſe, my hcart ſhall reioice, and I will be glad 
ouer thee: ſo], which haue gone thus far,to bring thee vnto 
Crift, ifthy portion bee among the righteous, and thou 
haſt an houre yet thercin thou ſhalt be called, if thou canſi 
goe with mee, and it may pleaſe the diuine prouidence to 

call 
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call thee at my voice : I willing praiſes, I will give thankes, 
I will ſay vnto my ſoulcin all her troubles, Reioice my ſoule, 
remember ſince thou praiedfi for Elias, and the Lord heard 
thee out of his holy ſanRuary, and thy conuerſion ſhall not 
be hiJl from-[ſrae/:pitie thyſelfe beforethe day of payment, 
and alwaics remember the ſentence of Gamaliel, which Ate 5, 21. 
neuer lighted falſe : If thou be not of God, thou 
ſhalc come to nought, and thy end ſhall '*. / 
be worſe then thy be- 
ginning. 


IoHN 1 2.48, 
Theword that I haxe ſpoken, the ſame (ball indge you in 
the laff day. 
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| Dnueftions gathered ont of his owne(, onfeſcion, by Henrie 


Smith t which are yet vnanſwered, 


. 3. + are ſure you ſhall live theſe three 


yceres , becauſe you ſay, after three [yceres you 


muſt preach ? 

-Whether a man may expe viſions from God, becauſe 
you ſay, for theſe three yeeres you are to looke for moe 
viſions? 

Whether ſhall ycu bee able at any time to interpret the 
truthes of the Scriptures inall places without errour, better 
then all the DoRors ? 

One of your ſentences ſaith, you ſhall liue chaſte in wed- 
locke: when muſt youtakea wite? and why ſhou'd you not 
rather continueſingle? 

Whether there hath beene neither pefſlilence, nor dearth, 
nor warre, nor earthquake in your countrey theſe fiue yeeres, 
nor ſhall beany time of your continuance chere, becauſe the 
Angell ſo promiſed? is this morethen cuer was granted to 
Chriſt? 

What Bible or Tranſlation meane you when you ſay, this 
Bible is ttulie tranflated? 

Whether it beneceffarie to faluation, to belceue all the 
articles of the Creede? 

Whether any man, ſince the Apoſiles,did ftand fo right in 
the wholedoQtrine ofthe Scripture, that he did hold and bee 
leeue the true interpretation of 3ll the words and ſayings 
through 8]l the Prophets, and Apoffles in a!l the Bible ? 

Whetier Predeſiination, eleion, &c, are to be preached 
ynto Lay men ? What free-will had Adam, and what tice- 
will remaineth vnto vs ? 


What Scriptures are Canonicall,and which are not Cano» 
nicall ? 


Whether 
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f” Whether a man may martic his childe with a Papift or e- 
ther heretike, hoping to convert him ? 

Whether Miniſters Chould have liuings or ſtipends ? 

Whether in ſome caſes, a Minilter may not bee non-refi- 
dent? 

Whether Heretikes, living to themſeJues, without core: 
rupting others, are to be puniſhed with death ? 

Whether Satan knoweth inward thoughts , further then 
by the ontward habit of the body , and whether he can reade 

and \ay, Verbuw caro fatinm eff, 

Whether Criſt was, or js, or ſhall be knowne, and prea« 
ched vnto all nations ofthe world ? 

Where is hell? and what ſhallbe the manner of puniſh. 
ment there tothe reprobate ? 

What thinke you of the Antipodes, and thoſe monſtrous 
people which line in A/ſia,and of monſter in generals? 

What thinke you of that ſaying of Chriſt, This day ſhalt 
thou be with me in ParaCiſe ? what kinde of place is this; and 
where : and to what purpoſe now it ſerueth, and whether ir 
was a material] Apple that Adam did eat? 

How efteecme you of Aflronomie, Phifiognomie , Palmi- 
Arie, cafting of a Figure, of Muficke ia the Church, &c ? 

What thinke you of our common prajer booke,& Letany? 

What efteeme you of Fairies, Hobgoblins,&c ? Whether 
their money be crue,and how they haueir ? 

Whether ſhov1d one, meaning ro be a Preacher, firſt lady 
the Arts, oteiſc ſtudie nothing but. Divinitic , as you haue 
done? - 

Wherher the Font, Surpleſſe, Cappes, Tippets,Belles, Ho 
lidaies,Faſting-daics and ſuch like ceremonies,are better vb- 
ſerued, cr omitted? 

Whether they which »re called Proteſlants , or thoſe 
whom wee ca!l Puritans, be of the pureſt Religion, and moſt 
reformed to the Primatiue Church ? 

Whar is meant by thepriſon in Peter, whether Chriftdeſ- 
cended in fpirit ? 


Whether our joics in heauen ſhall bee to all equall , and 
| the 
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the torments in hell,to every one alke?and whether we ſhall 
ſce, and know one another? 

Where was the ſoule of Lazarns while his body was in 
the graue? 

Whether Elzexs curſing the little children, did not fin? 

At what age and ature ſhallall riſe in the reſurreRion ? 
and whether the wounds and ſcarres thal remaine in our bo» 

_ dies glorified, 

What thinke ye ofthe Scribes in the third of Iarke,that 
ſaid Chrift had an vacleane ſpirit, and caſted out Diuels by 
Belz.ebab,did they not ſinne againſt the holy Ghoſt ? 

Whether Images be innoreſpeRcollerable , and whether 
a man remembring Chrift, by ſeeing the crofle,doth fine ? 

yas is the greatef? ſinne that raigneth this day in Eng- 
land? 

| Howisthe ſoule created in man, and when it commeth, 
and how, or in what part is it placed in the body? 
. In whateſtatc ſhall the Sunne and Moone, the Heaucns, 
and Elements be after the laſt day, when there ſhall bee no 
ercature ypon earth ? 

What thinke you of plaies, and repreſenting diuive mat- 
ters, at in Pageans ? 

' Whetherall chings among(t the faitt.full Chriſtians onghe 
tobe common? Atts 4.32, 

What doe youthinke concerning the bifhopping of chil- 
dren? 

What Citie is deſcribed of Zohn in vhe ſcucntenth of his 
Reuelation ? 

Whether did the Apottles know fufficiently their ſaluati- 
on, before Chriftdied and raſe againe ? 


Anſwer to euery point, or yeeld, 


Henry Smith #f Hu;bands Boreſwell, at the commandement 
of the right werſhipfull his Vucle, Maſter Brian Caue, 
high Sheriffe of Leicefler ſhire, 
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